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Land 


L.and—once the cheapest thing in the world. Now in spots worth 
one million dollars an acre. And you cannot measure in millions or 
billions what land, open space, sunshine, parks and playgrounds 


mean to children. 


Take man away from the soil—give him no touch with the earth, 
with nature, and man begins to deteriorate. And it is worse for the 
child. Children cannot be real children without access to land that 
is really theirs. The human race must ever keep one foot on the land. 


Now is the time to set aside in perpetuity our parks, our play- 
grounds, our picnic grounds in the country, our swimming places, 
our skating ponds, our mountains, our forests that should forever 
and always belong to all the people. Each year’s delay makes the 
difficulties and the cost greater. 

Our great paintings we put in our public art galleries that ail may 
enjoy them. The choicest and most beautiful land should belong 
forever to all the people as their playground set aside to building 


up the lives of men. 


Business is only a means toward living. Choose first as we build 
and rebuild our cities the land the children need and let business and 
industry take the best that is left. Business thrives better in the city 
that is planned for living. 


And yet from the point of view of business, more money is made 

say all the best business men-—when land is saved for parks, play- 
grounds and open spaces, because in this case the nine-tenths remain- 
ing is worth more than the ten-tenths. 


HOWARD BRAUCHER. 


253 





Investments in Living 


"There has been a steady stream of buyers this year 
to suburban locations which offer swimming and other 
outdoor recreation in connection with the other resi- 
dential conveniences. At the same time there has 
been a marked decline in the demand for properties 
which were previously sold only on the basis of so- 
called strategic location... . A fashionable suburb 
is seldom insisted upon—it is often not even desired 
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Courtesy Palos Verdes Estates, California 


so long as adequate recreation facilities are offered. 
. . . The outlying properties, which were in small favor 
a few years ago, are now actually being bought up 
ile when they offer water rights and an assur- 
ance of permanent opportunity for outdoor life and 
recreation.” W. Burke Harmon, President 
Harmon National Real Estate Corporation, Herald- 
Tribune, July 19, 1931. 











+e 
Ae 


4 ha cao’ 





The WHY of Recreation 





H | Nat 1 ’ 
Re 1 As- 
Sot since 
its Oo Za on f 
twenty eCa4&rs 
igo h \ 1) 
cern¢ the 
cquis Ce 
for re 
1 S ‘ S 
1910 
listribt 1 mn 
all ICi¢ re 
pared tl ¢ . 
Willian H n 
of New York e ol 


Mr. Harmon that 
recreation areas in real estate subdivisions had 


and a business value. 


both a community 


But even before the recreation movement came 


find evidence of real estate de- 
velopers setting aside a certain part of their land 
One of the most notable of 
these is Gramercy Park in New York City, orig- 
inally established as a part of what would now 


holding for parks. 


be termed a subdivision. One hundred years ago 


lled Bowery Hill and subdivided 
it into 108 lots, 42 of which he set aside as a 


private park, the 66 surrounding lots being sold 
for re nce purposes. Ownership of the resi- 


with it a proportionate owner- 
ship in the park area. The management was 
vested in five trustees, and the expense of main- 
park has ever since been met by 


I 


enance tr the 


he property owners having an 


assessment upon t 


equity in the park 


Growth of the Movement 


1 


in the past few years, however, that 


he plan of setting aside recreation areas, has 
assumed the proportions of a national movement. 
it was through the generous support of the Har- 


mon Foundation that the National Recreation 


Areas 
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Courtesy Monticello Land Company, Fort Worth, Texas 


A few reasons why recreation areas in real estate sub- 
divisions are beneficial both to resident and subdivider 


Association over three years ago was enabled to 
give the services of one of its field secretaries to 
promote this project. Personal visits have been 
made to 123 cities with a population of over 
50,000, and to 90 cities of less than 50,000 
inhabitants. Today the National Recreation As- 
sociation has records of 527 subdivisions in which 
recreation areas have been set aside, located in 
258 different cities. 

In order to focus the attention of the real estate 
developers upon the idea of recreation areas in 
real estate subdivisions, the National Recreation 
Association circulated a statement called “Rec- 
recreation Fundamentals in Real Estate Develop- 
ment.” It emphasized the opportunity of real 
estate men to contribute to the safety, health and 
happiness of the community by setting aside a 
portion of their subdivision for recreation. The 
statement has been endorsed by 1,436 presidents, 
vice-presidents, secretaries and members of real 
estate boards, numerous city planners, landscape 
architects, 
Many real estate developers who have included 


Legionnaires, and other persons. 


recreation areas in their subdivisions have written 
encouraging testimonials as to the value of such 
areas. 

Prominent among the important real estate 
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Monticello, Texas, which 
is subdivided into 406 
home sites, is particularly 
fortunate in its location in 
that it not only has a four 
and a half acre play park 
of its own in Monticello 
Harmon Field, but adjoins 
the River Crest Country 
Club which provides many 
recreation facilities. The 
development is only a six 
minute drive from the 
heart of Fort Worth, which, 
through the Public Recrea- 
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tion Board, offers many eer 
municipal recreation op- re hei 
portunities eat 
[ MONTICELLO a es, 

/ cateiak suas Gaenewe ot) sate ter = 
organizatio1 t the country Y __ FORT Wo WORTH TEXAS- ite asinis hel fal 
endorsing | approving of Z| Tee Be 
this project are the National = Peamesmase 
Associat f Real Estate Courtesy Monticello Land Company 
Boards, fo tate, two county, ; : . ‘ - 

4 It is through such planning as this that richer living 

and twet city boards. and better financial returns are being brought about. 
Among 1 erating organ- 
izations are to be found listed 
the Chamber of Commerce of the United States, in other ways. It is good both for real estate, and 
the Joint Committee of the American City Plan- for the people who live on it.’ 
ning Institute and National Association of Real Why Set Aside Recreation Areas in Real 
Estate Boards, the Federal Council of Churches of Estate Subdivisions? 
Christ in America, the American Federation of Public interest in recreation during the past 
Labor, the American Legion, the National Auto- decade has been increasing by leaps and bounds. 
mobile Chamber of Commerce, the Maine State There is every indication that the hours of work 
Federation of Labor, the City Council of Seattle, per day and per week are to be further reduced. 
the Lions Club of Oak Park, Illinois, the North Man is going to have more free time in the future, 
Park Lions Club of San Diego, California, the and every opportunity must be given him to 
New York State Congress of Parents and Teach- utilize this leisure in the best possible manner. 
ers, and the Board of Playground and Recreation Traffic hazards today are great; the number cof 
Commiss rs of Los Angeles, California. automobile fatalities is on the increase. Witness 

Speaki f the work of the National Recrea- the 10,000 children under the age of fifteen years 
tion Association, John M. Glenn, formerly di- who were killed during a recent eighteen months’ 
rector of t Russell Sage Foundation, said: period. Children must be given safe places in 
“There is t one thing the Association has done which to play. 
which in it worth to the country millions of There is evidence to show that where young 
dollars ive educated the real estate de- people are denied their natural play priviliges 
velopers t lize that playgrounds and open in parks and playgrounds very frequently they 
spaces are assets and that to provide an open space take the form of gangs and lead to the destruction 
is not met giving something, but by so doing of property and to delinquency. Playgrounds } 
the tru ie of their adjacent property is in- help keep children out of juvenile courts. It is 
creased | } amount which more than compen- the testimony of probation officers and judges that 
sates for the value of the property devoted to a delinquency in large cities increases in direct pro- 
public usé [hat is a splendid thing from the portion to the distance from playgrounds. 
point of health and pleasure, as well as In any consideration of the use of leisure time 
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the problem of places to play is of paramount im- 
portance, and land assumes great social value. 
The population of our American cities has been 
rapidly increasing and space in practically all of 
them is at a premium. New playgrounds and 
parks for congested areas are obtained only at 
exorbitant figures. Additional recreation areas 
need to be secured now; tomorrow it will be too 
late. 

Little consideration has been given in the past 
in nearly all of our cities to the question of space 
for parks and playgrounds. Our city planning 
has been haphazard with noticeable deficiencies in 
open spaces in the congested areas. It is out on 
the periphery of our large cities that we are forced 
to go for space for our playgrounds and parks, 
which is a way of solving this problem in the 
future. Land should be secured while it is still 
cheap and available. 

The key to the problem of the provision of ade- 
quate space for play lies to a large degree in the 
hands of the real estate subdivider who develops 
large as well as small tracts of land. The prob- 
lem will not be solved, however, by the setting 
aside of recreation areas now with the intention 
of cutting them up for lots later and selling them 
to the public. The dedication of lands for parks 
and playgrounds should be a permanent affair 
which will insure these open spaces for all time. 

Practically all rapidly growing cities in the 
United States during the past decade have been 
over-subdivided. Such cities as Los Angeles, 
Chicago, Detroit, and New York are examples 
of this, as is the State of Florida which suf- 
fered so greatly during the late land inflation. 
Thousands of subdividers who planned develop- 
ments of the old stereotyped method of gridiron 
streets with no open spaces, have gone out of 
business. The wrecks of 
what were once over-adver- 
tised subdivisions can be 
seen in all parts of the land. 
Only those which have been 
planned wisely and _ well 
survive the wreckage. 
These as a result have been 
well spotted, having been 
located in the path of the 
city’s progress and have in- 


] 


cluded open spaces where accrue to t 


the citizens of the com- : 

; obvious. 
munity may find opportu- 
nities for recreation. Real 


Adequate recreation space is today an 
economic necessity in every community. 
Furthermore, the subdivider of today has 
learned that it is wise to set aside land for 
playgrounds in his communities in the same 
way that he allots certain areas for streets... . 
The subdivider benefits markedly from the 
. higher prices and quicker sales which result 
in new communities supplied with adequate 
playgrounds, parks, athletic fields, tennis 
courts, or golf courses. The benefits which 

* public from permanent provi- 
sion for its recreational needs are no less 


W. BURKE HARMON 


President, Harmon Foundation *New York Times, June 21, 193? 


estate men may draw a lesson from the ungainful 
method of subdividing land as evidenced by the 
hundreds of lamentable failures which are to be 
found on every hand. Some of the most experi- 
enced real estate developers believe that the solu- 
tion of this problem lies in the revamping and 
replatting of well chosen sites and the inclusion 
of sufficient recreation areas in them. This would 
no doubt lead to a renewed interest in them by 
the public who is interested in homes in livable 
neighborhoods. 


Dollars and Cents Values 

There is plenty of evidence to show that real 
estate subdividers are finding it pays in terms of 
dollars and cents to make their property more 
attractive to possible purchasers by providing 
space for play and beautiful open areas. 

“Convenience and accessibility to sports and 
recreational centers,” says Mr. George Koch of 
the Cord Meyer Development Company, Forest 
Hills, Long Island, “are strong contributing fac- 
tors to the making of a successful suburban com- 
munity. The chief reason for the average man’s 
decision to leave the city with its attendant noise, 
crowded conditions, and complex transportation 
problems is his desire to provide for himself and 
his family more of the outdoor life with its mani- 
fold advantages to health and pleasure, and the 
builder or developer who takes into consideration 
these very important facts, and builds in a section 
where facilities for tennis, golf, etc., exist or are 
in the making, is assured of a continuing demand 
for his product.”* 

Families are naturally more interested in mak- 
ing their homes in livable neighborhoods offering 
beauty and out-of-door space for games and rec- 
reation and safety for their children. Increas- 
ingly real estate firms are giving more and more 
space in their newspaper 
advertising to the recrea- 
tional opportunities which 
their subdivisions have to 
offer to the general public. 
A perusal of real estate ad- 
vertisements in the Sunday 
newspapers will bear out 
this statement. 

The evidence of the value 
of setting aside well plan- 
ned recreation areas in sub- 
divisions is to be found in 
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such splendid communities as Forest Hills, Long 
Island, the country club district of Kansas City, 
Roland Park of Baltimore and many others. In 
an article entitled ‘Neighborhoods That Can’t Be 
Spoiled” in the July, 1931, Survey Graphic, 
Marc N. Goodnow says: “The experience of the 
developers of these projects has been of the kind 
that could be adopted no doubt with great benefit 
subdividers and city planners else- 
where. For since profits generally can only be 
taken from such projects after the first half or 


by real estat 


first three ters of the property has been sold, 


whatever measures the subdivider takes to pro- 
tect the 1 ining portion of the tract are re- 


turned multiple form.” 


The Values to the Community of Setting 
Aside Recreation Areas 


The w nned community with adequate rec- 
reation competent leadership, is apt to 
develop ommunity spirit, thus making it 
more li ill concerned. It is not enough 
for the y to make an outright dona- 
tion of no further thought. ‘The site 
much be w sen, it must fit in with the city 
plan, and 1 e a well administered recreation 
area. I] too much at stake for any one to 


give mil leration to this important prob- 


lem of rec1 \s life is constituted today 


the provi recreation is one of our major 
problems, ng as it does the health and 
moral growt the people. 

It has times been stated rather errone- 
ously by off that playgrounds depreciate the 
value of la ch adjoins them. The careful 
statistical st made by authorities disapprove 
of that id e conclusion made by Charles 
J. Store Department of Recreation of the 
Russell S indation of nine playgrounds in 
New York | hows that: 

There hav n no decreases in land values on 
the blocks ng the playgrounds after the 


acquisitio1 verounds, but rather a steady 


increase has taken place 

Large | ired for, such as Betsy Head 
Playgrout in a wholly residential district 
increase t ie of the bordering property in 
somewhat t e manner as parks do. 

Small plot sed as playgrounds when sur- 


rounded and industry appear to have 


little effe: O1 
values. 
Where pl! inds are now in the midst of 


mixed resident business and industrial blocks, 


the other on surrounding 


as Chelsea and St. Gabriel’s, there is not the same 
rate of increase in land values on bordering streets 
as on streets adjacent. This is probably because 
the increased commercial use of the land tends 
to overshadow any benefits derived from the play- 
grounds to the residents. 

Where the neighborhood is wholly residential 
in character the average increase of land values 
around the playground has been far greater than 
in other districts where business and industry are 
present. 

When business and industry extend into blocks 
bordering on or adjacent to a playground, the 
benefits of the playground to the neighborhood as 
reflected in the land values are very much de- 
creased. 

In order to obtain the full and continued bene- 
fits from playgrounds as from parks, all sides of 
them should be zoned for residential purposes 
only. 

The recent original study* made by Charles 
Herrick, Assistant Engineer of the City Plan 
Commission, Bayonne, New Jersey, of the rela- 
tionship between the amount of park space in a 
city and the total assessed value of real estate for 
85 large cities, throws some new light on the sub- 
ject. Mr. Herrick has worked out some formulas 
that prove in a very definite way that parks have 
a very decided effect in increasing land values in 
not only their immediate vicinity but also over 
large areas. Density of population, he found, was 
a strong contributory factor. 

To the real estate subdivider has increasingly 
come the realization that by the wise platting of 
his land and by including adequate recreation 
areas he can build a monument that will everlast- 
ingly stand to his credit. Of what avail is it for 
him to erect house crowded upon house whose 
number is legion if the people living in them are 
denied, through his selfish interests the open 
spaces where they may give expression of their 
natural desires for recreation and play? The 
hundreds of fine subdivisions which now dot our 
land which have included adequate recreation 
areas are evidence of the trend on the part of 
real estate developers to build communities that 
are more livable and which will surely produce a 
fine type of citizen. 

As Harland Bartholomew, an outstanding city 
planner, has so well said: “Parks and playgrounds 
are fully as essential to the upbuilding of a city 

(Continued on page 306) 


* Note: See “Development of Newark Bay Waterfront of the 


City of Bayonne” published by City Plan Commission, Bayonne, 


New Jersey. 
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Layout 
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Where a city plan exists 
problems of layout in sub- 
divisions are simplified. 


Location of 
Recreation Areas in Subdivisions 


REPORT of Subdivision Control pre- 
sented by a Committee of the American 
City Planning Institute has this significant 

say about recreation areas in subdivi- 
sions: “The general requirements for principal 
recreational spaces and sites of public 
buildings should be included as part of the master 
plan. Where a land owner has submitted a plat 
of his land and the authorities have designated 
in it such a principal public park, recreational 
space or building site as part of the master plan, 
the municipality should take prompt steps to 


acquire such land, or failing to do, should act 
upon the plat, so that the owner can make use of 
his property. The subdividers should be encour- 
aged to provide small recreational parks.” 

Where there is no city plan, subdividers may 
confer with some city planner and the park and 
recreation department of the city to be certain 
that the proposed space fits in with the commu- 
nity scheme of recreational facilities. Especially 
is such consultation necessary if the realtor plans 
for city maintenance of the recreation area. Co- 
operation with the park or recreation department 
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In the Sunnyside Development of the City 


1S AND THE CITY PLAN 


Types of Recreation 
Areas in Sub- 

divisions 

A study of some 

six hundred subdivisions 

throughout the 

that 


three 


country 
there are 
standard 
types of recreation areas, 
One is to be found in 


show 


roughly 


the large subdivisions of 


one hundred or more 
acres, and includes golf 
links, bridle paths, swim- 
and other 


ming pools, 


facilities. Another type 
is located in the smaller 
subdivisions and includes 
playgrounds 
with the necessary appa- 
ratus. The third is to be 
found in the small mul- 
subdivi- 
include in- 
terior block playgrounds 
for the small children 


children’s 


tiple dwelling 


sions which 


usually not a matter of Housing Corporation, New York, every thought below the age of seven 
public attention until has been given to the needs of the children, years. 

some time after a mis- and all kinds of modern playground apparatus The _ subdivider of 
take has been made and is to be found. large tracts can be more 
when chang re diffi generous with his gift of 


cult to m Develop 


usually lad to co 
but in some instances 
fulness may be requi 
city authorities to make 


layout dos 
oughfare { ind that 
for parks playgroun 
ing citizens’ organizati 


helpful in 


plan. The trouble 
has been of a 
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with openi: new 
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sressed 


control 


red on 


interfere 


ers of new subdivisions 
nform to a good plan, 
both tact and resource- 
the part of the 
sure that the street 
with the major thor- 
enough and proper land 
ds is set aside. Support- 
ms are frequently most 


securing voluntary adherence to the 


in most cases in the past 
comprehensive plan and 
upon both city authorities 
subdividers in connection 


ubdivisions.” 


the study of subdivision 
that the technical city 


planner | me considerate of the practical 
result of mn control, and the realtor has 
become intet | in the technical phase of city 
plannins yenizes the valuable results of 
such pl investments and land 
sale S 


land than can the real estate developer with 
smaller holdings. There is usually a tendency 
with him, however, to cater to the desires of the 
adults. Golf links which have a good sales value 
usually take up most of the recreation space. He 
is apt to overlook the needs of children below the 
age of fifteen years. 

The possessor of smaller tracts of land is forced 
to limit himself to the setting aside of playing 
fields and playgrounds. These take care of the 
younger people but exclude the adults. Besides 
these play facilities for the children there should 
also be provision made for the adults. Tennis 
courts, quoit pitches, hand ball, volley ball courts, 
and like facilities do not take up much space and 
should be included in every one of the smaller 
subdivisions. 

The builder of multiple dwellings is forced even 
further to restrict himself in this question of 
space for recreation. The area set aside for rec- 
reation in the interior block playground serves 
the smaller children under the age of seven and 
must he restricted to such play facilities as the 
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ition swings, slides, and sand boxes. These open spaces age of seven. The older boy and girl is apt to 
)- serve also as resting places for the old folks who be overlooked and fewer opportunities are given 
desire the passive forms of recreation. to them to participate in such team games as 
some It is the small subdivision which offers the most playground ball, baseball, basketball, and volley 
fetes difficult problem and which needs the help of city ball, all of which demand playing fields. 
antry planners and the local recreation leaders more ‘ 
ake than the larger subdivision. No matter how well Amounts Set Aside for Play Space 
idard planned a small subdivision is, it cannot protect Ten per cent of the total area in a community 
reas. its character from adjoining properties, and ulti- has been the figure agreed upon by authorities as 
d in mately a neighborhood or “local community” will the minimum amount which should be reserved 
ns of become a patchwork of small subdivisions, each for recreation. Much depends, however, upon the 
more independently planned and each unrelated to all size of the subdivision as it is far easier to set 
golf the others. It is essential that ways be found to aside more area in the large subdivision for rec- 
wim- 
other Night lighting of play areas, as shown in the Knox Athletic Field 
type of Johnstown, N. Y., has become an important consideration. 
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aa whole neighborhood so that each small subdivision sion. One should take into consideration the sur- 
me can be recreationally planned to fit in with the rounding environs as to whether municipal parks, 
general recreation plan decided upon. golf links, playing fields, playgrounds, and bathing 
ae The question of space in the large subdivisions beaches are accessible. 
ee is often a minor matter, as the homes are built “In America we have generally accepted five 
a on plots of one acre or more. When there are types of playgrounds. The play lot of which there 
— children in the family one frequently finds home should be, if possible, one in every block, is used 
Br playgrounds for the smaller children under the mainly for children of preschool age—size, 6,000 


the 
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square feet. The neigh- 
borhood playground 
should consist of six to 
ten acres every quarter 
mile. The district play- 
ground should 
about twenty acres in every mile; and there should 
tion field of not less than thirty acres 


consist of 


be one recrea 
for every fifteen thousand inhabitants as well as 
a recreation park of not less than seventy-five 
acres for every fifty thousand population of a 
city.’"—(Ernst Hermann, Health and Physical 
Education, June, 1931) 

In so far as the subdivider is concerned in de- 
ciding how much space should be set aside for 
recreation purposes, it would be necessary for 
him to estimate the number of people who will 
adopted by the Regional Planning Board of Chi- 
cago are one acre for one hundred people; or 


eventually live in the subdivision. The standards 


ten acres for one thousand people, seven acres of 
which are for park purposes and three acres for 
playground purposes. 

The first table on page 263 gives the approxi- 


mate space requirements for a number of games 
and sports played on children’s playgrounds. 


Location of Play Areas 

The location of recreation space proposed for 

dedication should be carefully considered as im- 

properly located areas cannot be used to the best 
advantage by the community. 

The efforts of real estate developers in provid- 

ing adequate recreation space should necessarily 


The layout’ of the Palos Verdes Estate in 
California along the ocean front, affords miles 
of beaches, bridle paths and hiking trails, and 
offers views of unusual beauty. 


be with the people who 
live in the moderate-cost 
and low-cost homes. These 
are numbered among the 
85 per cent of the salaried 
folks who earn less than 
$2,000 per year. Comparatively few people can 
afford to buy homes costing $15,000 or more. 


The School Site 


When the land is subdivided consideration 
should first be given to the selection of the school 
site. This should be sufficiently large to include 
park, playground, and playing field space. It is 
this type of recreation area which often proves 
to be the most economical, as the school build- 
ing can be used during the entire year for bathing, 
dressing, toilet, and other purposes. 

This is in line with the plan followed by a 
number of cities which have effectively grouped 
their recreational areas around the school sites 
into a sort of School-Park-Playground Unit. 
From five to ten acres have been set aside for the 
elementary schools; ten acres to fifteen acres for 
the junior high school; and fifteen to twenty-five 
acres for the senior high school. 

Some real estate developers plan their subdivi- 
sions so that they either adjoin or are in close 
proximity to parks and golf links and _ similar 
areas. They frequently capitalize on this happy 
combination of circumstances and give wide ad- 
vertising to these recreational facts. In some in- 
stances it may solve the recreation problem of 
their subdivision. In other instances it serves the 
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Dimensions of Use Space Required Number of 
Nan Play Areas Dimensions (sq. f Players 
Baseball 75’ diamond 250'x250’ 62,500 18 
Basketball 35’x60’ 50’x75’ 3,750 10-12 
Clock Golf Circle 20’ to 24’ in diam. 30’ circle 706 Any number (4-8) 
Croquet 30'x60' 30'x60' 1,800 Any number (4-8) 
Field Hockey 150’x270’ 150’x330’ 49,500 22 
Football 160'x360’ 180’x420’ 75,600 22 
Hand Ball 20'x30' 35’x 40! 1,400 2 or 4 
Horseshoe Pitching Stakes 30’ apart 10x40’ 400 2 or 4 
Paddle Tennis 18x39’ 26'x57’ 1,482 2 or 4 
Playground Ball 45’ diamond 125’x125’ 15,625 20 
‘ 35’ diamond 100’x 100’ 10,000 
Soccer 150’x300’ 150’x360’ 54,000 22 
Tennis 27'x78’ single 
36'x78' double 50’x120' 6,000 2 or 4 
Tether Tennis Circle 6’ in diam. 20'x20’ 400 2 
Volley Ball 25’x50’ 40’ x60’ 2,400 12-16 
The following table gives the space requirements of the principal organized games and sports 
engaged in by young people and adults. 
Dimensions of Use Space Number of 
Play Areas Dimensions (sq. ft.) Players 
Baseball 90’ diamond 300'x325’ (or more) 97,500 18 
Basketball 50’x94’ (max.) 60/x 100’ 6,000 10 
35’x60’ (min.) (average ) 
Basketball (Women’s ) 45’x90’ 50’x 100’ 5,000 12-18 
Bocci¢ 18’x62’ 30’x70’ 2,100 2-4 
*Bowling Green 14’x110’ (1 alley) 120'x120’ 14,400 32-64 
Clock Golf Circle 20’x24’ in diam. 30’ circle 706 Any number (4-8) 
Cricket Wickets 66’ apart 420’ circle 138,545 22 
Croquet 30’ x60’ 30'x60' 1,800 Any number (4-8) 
Field Hockey 150’x'270 min. 180’x330' 59,400 22 
180’x300’ max. (average) 
Football 160’x360’ 180’x420’ 75,600 22 
Hand Ball 20'x34’ 40’x50’ 2,000 2 or 4 
Hand Tennis 16'x40’ 25'x50’ 1,250 2 or 4 
Horseshoe Pitching Stakes 40’ apart 10’x50’ 500 2 or 4 
Lacross« 210'x450’ min. 250'x500’ 125,000 24 
255’x540’ max. (average) 
Paddle Tennis 18’x39’ 30'x60' 1,800 2 or 4 
Playground Ball 35’ or 45’ diam. 150’x150’ (or more) 22,500 20 
Polo 600’x960’ 600'x960’ 576,000 8 
Quoits Stakes 54’ apart 25'x80’ 2,000 2 or 4 
Roque 30'x60' 30’ x60’ 1,800 4 
Shuffleboard 10’x40’ to 50’ 15’x50’ (or longer) 750 2 or 4 
Soccer 150’x300’ (min.) 210'x360' 75,600 22 
300’x390’ (average) 
Tennis 27'x78' single 2 
36’x78' double 60'x120’ 7,200 4 
Tether Tennis Circle 6’ in diam. 20'x20’ 400 2 
Volley Ball 30'x60' 50’x80’ 4,000 12-16 
*Most bowling greens in public recreation areas are x 120’ which provides 8 alleys. The space required for a 
l vould be y =z 120’. 








people of their community only in part. Should 
this situation meet with the standard requirements, 
then the solution has been found, but if it does not 
then there is no escape for them in not supple- 
menting these features with others in their own 


subdivision. 


Playgrounds and Playing Fields 


Playgrounds should be so located that they are 
available to young children within the radius of 
a quarter mile. The area selected need not neces- 
sarily be flat, but might be located on the side 
of a slope or in a wooded area where it is cool 
and shady in the summer. 


The selection of a site for a playing field is, 
however, of more importance. Here the surface 
must be flat so as to permit the playing of the 
active team games. They should be so placed that 
they will serve the older boys and girls living 
within a radius of one-half to one mile. Where it 
is at all possible they should adjoin the junior or 
senior high schools. 


Other Facilities 
The sites for golf links, bridle paths, and parks 
offer another problem which usually lies within 
the realm of the landscape architect and the plan- 
ning engineer. Each subdivision offers its own 








Jot RECREATION AREAS AND THE CITY PLAN 


problem, and the advice of highly technical plan- 
ning engineers is essential. For certain types of 
parks, particularly the scenic type, rough or 
swampy lands, less saleable than the remainder 
well be set aside. It is frequently 
ore profitable to the developer to 
in low land for park and golf pur- 


is to attempt to develop it. The cost 


of the area 
found to be 
set aside cert 
poses that 
ion of sewers, etc. would be out 
to the cost of development. 


for the instal 
of all proportion 
John Nok 


down five pr 


well-known city planner, has laid 
ples to guide the selection of rec- 
reation ar 


(1) To juire those easily accessible small 
tracts in d ent parts of the city which may 
most cheaply be adapted to serve as local play- 


ition centers. 


grounds o1 
9 


(ZZ) | 


so some moderately large tracts, 


even thous ccessible for the present genera- 


tion, provided they are capable of conversion at 
relativel; st into parks which will have 
the beauty of natural scenery. 

(3) 7 re property for large parks in 
advance ral settlement of neighborhood. 

(4) 7 t generally, though not always, 
lands whi not well adapted for streets and 
buildings. 

(5) 7 tribute the lands over the city in 
such a w to give the maximum of use to the 
people whx be called upon to pay for their 
acquisitior ypment, and maintenance. 

Adequat sion for play and recreation is 
dependent st analysis upon city planning 
and regior nning, and especially in the lay- 
ing out of n iburbs and new towns to meet 
the requil yf modern life. 


Layout and Equipment of Recreation Areas 


The real estate developer in laying out and 
equipping recreation areas in his subdivision will 
find it highly desirable to call for aid upon those 
who are experienced in such methods and who are 
highly trained technicians. There is plenty of evi- 

reas in real estate subdivi- 


dence as to recreation ; 
sions whicl een failures and have been 
abandoned bi e real estate operators, failing to 
appreciat portance of technical knowledge, 

performed their duty when 


ground apparatus from some 


have felt 
they bought 
company ai t it out on any unused land. 


1 


In layit t a children’s playground it is ad- 


visable to the playground into several sec- 


tions in order to provide for various age groups 
and for special uses. If children of preschool age 
are to use the ground, a small section should be 
provided for them. A place may be set aside for 
boys and girls from five or six years of age to 
ten or eleven, and here most of the apparatus 
will be placed. Separate areas should be provided 
for the boys over eleven years of age and for the 
girls of the same age. A shaded area near the 
shelter is often set aside for handcraft and quiet 
games. Various sections may be separated by 
hedges, fences, trees, or paths. 

It is almost universally agreed that apparatus 
has an important place on the playground, but 
there is considerable difference of opinion as to 
the relative merits of the various kinds of play- 
ground apparatus and many recreation workers 
believe only a minimum amount is necessary such 
as slides, swings, a sand box, low climbing appar- 
atus, horizontal ladder, horizontal bar, giant stride, 
traveling rings, balance beam, and possibly see- 
saws. In order that playground apparatus may 
serve its purpose most effectively, the following 
factors must be given consideration—proper loca- 
tion, arrangement and erection, regular inspection, 
careful supervision, the marking off of apparatus 
zonings, care of ground underneath apparatus, 
and instruction in its correct use. 

A playground should be as attractive and beau- 
tiful as possible, and it has been found that beauty 
on the playground minimizes disciplinary prob- 
lems. Grass plots and shrubs along the borders 
and in corners are very desirable. Playgrounds 
should have some shade and trees may be planted 
along border fences or near the apparatus area. 
It should be borne in mind, however, that land- 
scaping must not interfere with play areas. Chil- 
dren’s gardens may be provided if sufficient space 
is available. If it is necessary to have a fence 
around the playground—and this is usually an 
important factor—it is well to set the fence a few 
feet back from the sidewalk and to plant shrubs 
and vines along the border outside the fence. 

The playground surfacing should be as even 
and smooth as possible—not so hard as to injure 
children who may fall and not so soft that the 
feet of the children will leave holes in it. Grass 
makes the most desirable surfacing but is not 
practicable on intensively used play areas. Note: 
Detailed information on layout and equipment 
may be secured in Play Areas—Their Design and 
Equipment (N. R. A. $2.50) and bulletins issued 
by the N. R. A. 

(Continued on page 306) 
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A section of the 
development 
plan, 

Strathmeade 
Corporation, 
Washington, 
D. C. 
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-rbiicigamagabapien Fairfax County, Virginia, According to recent studies that have been 
represents an unusual layout of a golf course made which show that parks have a very decided 
in a subdivision. The engineer has so woven the effect in increasing land values, not only in their 
golf links in the development that the maximum own vicinity but also over large areas, it would 
number of homes are exposed to the park lands. seem as though this developer were getting the 
Out of approximately 700 building lots, 350, or most out of his subdivision by this method of 


one-half, face the golf links. platting. 








Outstanding Recreation Developments 


in Subdivisions 





Provision for dead end streets, 
safety walks and underpasses, 
has made Radburn known as 
the Town for the Motor Age. 











N all sections of the country there are recrea- 

tion areas which are practical demonstrations 

of what is being done by subdividers in de- 
veloping the three general types suggested. 


In the Large Subdivisions 


Of the large subdivisions an outstanding exam- 
ple is Forest Hills Gardens, a subdivision in For- 


est Hills, New York, started by the Russell Sage 


Foundation in 1911. It consists of about 200 
acres, 10 of which have been set aside for recrea- 
tion purposes. These include parks, children’s 


tennis courts and a large commu- 
e latter has a splendid indoor swim- 
Membership is open to the 


playgrounds 
nity house. TI 
ming pool 60’ x 25’. 
community. The dues are fifty dollars a year for 
the entire family. The family is required to take 
out a one hundred dollar bond, which is later 
returned. The method of retiring the bonds is to 
have a public gathering once yearly and a draw- 
ing for twenty of the bonds. A year round rec- 
reation program is conducted by the Executive 
Secretary and his staff of workers. 

Another of newly planned communities in the 
United States is the town of Radburn, which is 
rising on an art 1,000 acres in northern New 
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Communities are becoming 
more livable and many cities 
are adding to their play areas 
through real estate planning 


Jersey about fifteen miles from New York City. 
Eventually, it is believed it will shelter a popula- 
tion of some 25,000. This town has come into 
being as a place where children will be protected 
in their play. In Radburn, the “town for the 
motor age” the children may go to the school, 
the playground and to the store along sheltered 
garden paths. The planning affords entire safety 
for street traffic as well as extensive areas for 
recreation. Radburn, now in its third year of 
existence has proven to be a complete success. 

A resident of Radburn writes: “Two years in 
Radburn, New Jersey, have demonstrated to our 
family its worth as a good town in which to live. 
An important factor in Radburn’s success is the 
splendid provision of facilities and activities for 
well-rounded use of leisure hours. Tennis courts, 
swimming pools, playgrounds, club rooms and a 
gymnasium are available to all and are enjoyed 
by many. Choral groups, dramatic societies, arts 
and craft classes have been organized. Every man, 
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woman and child can follow one or many avoca- 
tional pursuits. Another asset for Radburn lies 
in the fact that in a simple, normal, wholesome 
manner it affords a family an opportunity to have 
a place in community life.” 

Mariemont, a new town of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
planned by John Nolen and Philip Foster, is one 
of the most comprehensive real estate develop- 
ments in the country. The general plan covers a 
tract of 3605 acres, of which its inhabitants have 
the benefit of fifty acres of parks, playgrounds, 
village greens, and a concourse on a two mile 
drive. Through the generosity of Mrs. Mary M. 
Emery, the projector and sponsor of Mariemont, 
the residents enjoy all forms of recreational activi- 
ties in the stadium, playgrounds and parks. 

Palos Verdes Estates facing the Pacific Ocean, 
twenty miles south of Los Angeles, California and 
comprising some 16,000 acres extending twelve 
miles along the Pacific Ocean, is the largest single 
development yet undertaken in America. Six hun- 
dred acres of neighborhood parks, the entire ocean 
front for more than four miles, together with 
canyons, riding trails, golf courses and other 
small parks have been deeded permanently to the 
Community Association in which the owner of 
every lot has one vote. Maintenance of parks, 
streets and golf courses, of fire and police pro- 
tection and lighting is provided by an annual tax 
or assessment levied by the home’s association on 
all lots that have been subdivided and legally filed 
of record, including those lots owned by the pro- 
ject itself. 

The Sleepy Hollow Manor Club in Tarrytown, 
New York, is located on the grounds of Sleepy 
Hollow Manor overlooking the Hudson River and 
on the shores of a private lake. The club prop- 
erty consisting of three acres has four tourna- 
ment tennis courts, two concrete handball courts, 
and an expanse of lawn which provides oppor- 
tunities for croquet and other lawn sports. There 
is a swimming pool of reinforced concrete con- 
struction, 40’ x 100’, which has a force pump fil- 
tering system. A wading pool, 12’ x 20’ for chil- 
dren, operates on the same filtering system. The 
lake covers seven acres and provides a wooded 
retreat in the summer. It affords a_ splendid 
opportunity for one to skate, play ice hockey, 
curl, and practice other sports in the winter. 
Membership in the club makes these privileges 
available to all members of the family. 

Northwood Hills is the latest subdivision being 
developed by the Roland Park Company of Balti- 
more, Maryland, one of the first companies to 


plan fine subdivisions in the United States. 
Northwood Hills is to have its playground for 
children and playing fieids for the older boys and 
girls. An outdoor swimming pool of concrete is 
planned for the future. 

Nassau Shores, Long Island: a Harmon devel- 
opment comprising about 498 acres, has set aside 
53.7 acres for recreational purposes. This area in- 
cludes a nine hole golf course, club house and 
swimming beach. Every lot owner automatically 
becomes eligible for membership in the club. A 
small fee is charged for the recreation activities. 

Charles H. Reis in describing in the National 
Real Estate Journal, February 16, 1931, his lat- 
est subdivision at Allwood, New Jersey, a 
$50,000,000 project, has this to say: 

“Not wanting to have our residential areas 
about the business section, we decided to set aside 
approximately ten acres of ground adjoining the 
business section for parks, playgrounds and com- 
munity buildings. 

“You will notice by the sketch of the play- 
ground center that it is flanked by the business 
district on one side and on the other two sides 
by the state highway and a country road. Inci- 
dentally, you will also notice that we have set 
aside the very heart of our property for this com- 
munity center. Our reason for doing so is, first, 
the attention it now attracts will bring us sales; 
and second, it will in the future set Allwood aside 
as having a most unusual town center. Every 
phase of sport is provided for with a regulation 
piece of ground for its use. You will notice the 
same locations may be used for different activi- 
ties at various seasons of the year without in any 
way interfering with the physical conditions of 
the ground.” 

The large subdivisions mentioned are merely 
typical of many of the splendid developments such 
as: Mountain Brook Estates in Birmingham; 
Cherokee Gardens, Louisville, Kentucky ; Wash- 
ington Heights, Detroit, Michigan; Russell Gar- 
dens, Great Neck, New York; Mariemont, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio; Broadmoor, Seattle, Washington- 
ton; St. Francis Wood, San Francisco, California; 
Yorkshire Village, Camden, New Jersey; Shak- 
ers Heights, Cleveland, Ohio, and a host of others 
reported in the chart on page 270. 


In the Smaller Subdivisions 


There are many examples of the smaller sub- 
divisions which include children’s playgrounds and 
similar facilities. A number of these incorporate 
the interior block playgrounds which characterize 
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the third type of pele wey Some of the recreation areas at Sunny- 
tiple dwell- side, N. Y., are shown here. 
apartment in the background, being hundred feet long. They are 
erected by Phipps Homes, Inc., there divided into two sections; one of 

will be a room set aside for play. 


found in the small mt 
ing subdivisions 

Sunnyside is one of the small 
subdivisions on Long Island 
reached by elevated trains in fifteen minutes from 
the heart of New York City. It consists of me- 
dium-cost homes for people of moderate means. 


The area population of about 6,000 people. 


Two type playgrounds have been set aside in 


this area; the interior block, and the typical city 


playground with its playing field, tennis courts, 
hand ball, volley, and basketball courts; quoit 
pitches ; ar lren’s playground apparatus and 
sand box \n association of property holders 
control and direct the recreational activities of the 


playground. A nominal fee of one dollar a month 
is charged to families living in the Sunnyside area. 
The playg: 
trained recreation director. 

The townsite of Woodmar* located on the 


| is under the leadership of a well- 


southern edge of Hammond, Indiana, comprises 
some 650 acres has a private golf course and 
a park along the Little Calumet River. Certain 
blocks were reserved for schools and playground 
sites. A certain number of blocks were so planned 
as to contain interior playgrounds and parks. The 
two 3 parkway er vary in width from 150 
to 250 feet e of the parkway strip is 
a narrow lane giving access to the lots lying along 


= 


\t each sid 


the park. 


*Described ( rge F. Ingalls 





The interior block playgrounds 
In the are fifty feet wide and about four 


which is enclosed by a fence and 
planted and to be used by small children and 
mothers. The other is for the older children. It 
was considered necessary for various reasons to 
place service ways or alleys inside the blocks. The 
smaller children’s playground is fenced off from 
this service way which encircles it, but in the case 
of the larger children the plan is for them to use 
it as part of the play area. While it would be 
better to have no interior alley as far as the chil- 
dren are concerned, it was felt that the arrange- 
ment as described would be far superior to hav- 
ing the children playing or running out into the 
regular traffic streets. This plan is an adaptation 
of the idea of taking advantage of otherwise 
wasted land at the rear ends of blocks, and is 
used only where other kinds of playgrounds are 
not immediately accessible and where lots are 
small and population will be heavy. 

The idea is to have the houses face inward with 
their service parts towards the street. These in- 
terior blocks are laid out along the parkway strips 
so that they would not damage the property look- 
ing across the street to the service parts of the 
interior blocks. They afford a safe place for the 
children to play. 

No residential lot in Woodmar is more than 
1,000 feet from a park, playground or golf course. 
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Southside Place, a development of E. L. Crain 
of Houston, Texas, has in its very core a well 
equipped playground, 300’ x 330’. Here is to be 
found apparatus for children, sand boxes, slides, 
swings, etc., playground ball diamonds, basket and 
volley ball courts, a concrete swimming pool, and 
a field house. The grounds have been well planted 
with shrubs and is a beauty spot in the commu- 
nity. The land has been deeded to the city and 
is maintained and supervised by the latter. 

Mr. Crain in speaking about the work of the 
field secretary on service to real estate subdivi- 
sions, National Recreation Association, has 
written: “I commend you and your association 
very highly for the type of work that you are 
doing, and I| fully realize that it will be impos- 
sible, probably for years to come, for some of our 
citizens to understand the benefits to be derived 
by an entire citizenship along this line, but in 
time to come, after a careful analysis, they will 
fully realize its many benefits.” 

Greenway Park is a rather unique subdivision 
lying on the outskirts of Dallas, Texas. It is fash- 
ioned somewhat on the plan of the Garden Homes 
All homes in the development face 
on a park. Every facility is offered to the chil- 
dren for play, and to the adults for the more pas- 
sive forms of recreation. 

Monticello, a subdivision of 125 acres, situated 
on the outskirts of Fort Worth, has its fine 
park-playground of 4.5 acres. This has also been 
deeded to the city and is maintained and super- 
vised by the municipality. Mr. W. C. Guthrie, 
the Secretary-Treasurer of the Monticello Land 


of England. 


pany has an option on an adjoining area of 
100 acres. The recreational program includes 
a swimming pool, tennis court, baseball diamonds 
and other facilities. 

Mr. Edgar C. Allen, the president, describes 
the Edgebrook Golf Club as follows: 

“The recreation is controlled by the Edgebrook 
Golf Club, a corporation not for profit, of which 
property owners are members. Membership is 
given into this club on purchase of property. The 
recreation feature is controlled entirely by the 
property owners; that is, the president, secretary 
and treasurer, and board of directors, are prop- 
erty owners, and assess their members the same 
as any golf club. The assessment to maintain this 
course, from experience, will average $30 per 
year per member. The assessment, of $30 of 
course, includes the use of the course by the fami- 
lies of the members and their guests without 
further charge. This assessment will also take 
care of the swimming, etc. The title to the park 
is in trust for the property owners, and the Edge- 
brook Golf Club has control of the operation of 
this trust. For financial reasons the Edgebrook 
Company carry the difference between 150 mem- 
bers and the present property owners. In other 
words, at the present there are seventy-two mem- 
bers in the club and the Edgebrook Company 
stands an assessment of the difference between 
150 and seventy-two members. In this way the 
club is put on an operating basis. The entire 
cost for this recreation feature was borne by the 
Edgebrook Company, equipment being purchased 
to care for same before deeding property for the 


Company, has said: “It affords 
me much pleasure to call your 
attention to the inestimable 
value that the Harmon Park 
and Playground has been to our 
subdivision, Monticello. I find 
that aside from the civic value 
of this park, the values of the 
realty in proximity to it have 
been sufficiently increased to 
more than pay us for our dona- 
tion. The character of the 
homes near this park alone, 
from our viewpoint, would 
justify the park.” 

The Edgebrook development, 
situated near Rockford, IIlinois, 
comprises 256 acres, fifty-two 
of which are set aside for parks 


and a golf course. The com- 


258 Cities Report 


The examples given are typical of 
recreation areas in subdivisions all 
over the country. The National 
Recreation Association has attempted 
to list all the subdivisions of the 
United States having recreation areas 
and to compile the information in 
the chart which appears on the follow- 
ing page. To date information has 
been gathered from some 258 cities 
that have reported 527 subdivisions as 
having set aside recreation areas. 
There are other recreation areas be- 
sides those mentioned on the chart, 
but it is practically impossible to un- 
cover all of them throughout the length 
and breadth of the land. Of those giv- 
ing complete reports, 229 with a total 
acreage of 173,837.95 have set aside 
10,533.08 acres for recreation pur- 
poses. 


use of the lot owners. The 
land covered by the park aver- 
aged about $700 per acre. The 
cost of building the park was— 
the golf course $32,000 plus 
$3,400 sprinkling system.” 


Apartment House 
Developments 


It is not only the developers 
of subdivisions who have been 
setting aside space for recrea- 
tion. Recently, we have wit- 
nessed owners of large apart- 
ments giving attention to this 
problem. Some in the congest- 
ed areas of our large cities have 
included children’s playgrounds 
and facilities such as swimming 

(Continued on page 307) 
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Since 


subdivisions 


Name 
Hassayamy 
Frazier Mt 
Leimert P 
Rockledge 
Sylvan SI 
Golfview 
Cherokee Hi 
Marshall | 
Ridgeland 
Central Parl 
Meadowbrool 
Hart Place 


Michiana Shor 


Earl Homeste 


Cushman Acre 


Ridgedale 
Lakeland (| 
Elmwood 
Werner P 


Guilford 


Arundel-on-the 


Priscilla Be a 


Atwater Parl 


Upper Arlingt 


Spring Vall 


10 subdi 
28 


6] 
147 


1 . 
have beet 


Ol 


t 


npietion ot 


rden 


taling 


ITSTANDING RECREATION DEVELOPMENTS 


the chart additional information has come to us regarding the following 


Acreage in Acreage in Rec. 
Address Development reation Area 
Prescott, Ariz. 809 200 
d Fishery Company Frazier Park, Cal. 800 100 
Los Angeles, Cal. 4 
Riverside, Cal. 10 
Mt. Dora, Fla. 190 7 
Orlando, Fla. 300 60 
Waycross, Ga. 200 5 
\partment Homes Chicago, Il. 5.657 
Chicago, III. 50 1 
Streator, Ill. 20 l 
Anderson, Ind. 148.25 a 
Evansville, Ind. 55 
Michigan City, Ind. 480 130 
Michigan City, Ind. 105 
Michigan City, Ind. 170 120 
South Bend, Ind. 112 3.54 
New Orleans, La. 1000 65 
New Orleans, La. 500 110 
Shreveport, La. 124 73 
Baltimore, Md. 5 
Annapolis, Md. 273 12 
Plymouth, Mass. 90 5 
Springfield, Mass. 70 
Columbus, Ohio 1000 12 
Washington, D. C. 160 
Summary of the Charts 
25.44 acres have set aside 9.19 acres for recreation 
153.50 a ’ 13.50 “ * " 
1,143. re . io. 7% 120.27 
5,085.16 ‘ od. eal “in 435.55 
174,037.50 10,964.82 
180,444.60 11,543.33 
wing complete records and which total 180,444.60 acres, 11,543.33 acres 


reation, or slightly over 6 per cent. 


10 subdivisions of less than 10 acres averages 31.6% 


C “ * 10-25 7 Fe 8.4% 
22 ‘ “ 925-50 . s 10.4% 
. “ 50-100 . 8.5% 
147 “100 acres and more “ 6.2% 


livisions shows the following in so far as taxes and maintenance are concerned: 


34 recreation areas have been donated outright to the city 


2 .: ‘* are maintained by real estate companies 
are maintained by property holders 
5 7 ss it is proposed to donate to the city 


$ ‘i , are held in trust 


ng 


“ Control and Financing 


of 


Recreation Areas in Subdivisions 


HE prevailing tendency of real estate lf land is to be held permanently for 
recreation purposes, the problem of 


control must be carefully considered 


subdividers who have set aside recreation 
areas in subdivisions that are within the 
city limits is to turn them over to the city gov- 


Ss 


ernment, through the Park Board or other de- 
partment, for control and maintenance. It re- 
lieves them of the necessity for continued care 
and assures supervision of the area, and does 
away with the paying of taxes on the recreation 
area, either by the company or the home owners. 

An alternative tried by some companies has 
been the vesting of the title to the recreation 
areas in an association of home owners. A levy 
is made on the home owners for the purpose of 
developing and maintaining the areas. Sometimes 
this cost is met by membership 


A few real estate companies have retained the 
title to the recreation areas temporarily, intend- 
ing later to deed the spaces to the city or to the 
property owners. This has been true especially 
when subdivisions lie outside the city boundaries 
and the playground gift cannot yet be legally 
accepted by the city. To insure that the space set 
aside shall be devoted to recreation, most com- 
panies have specifically dedicated the land in per- 
petuity for recreation purposes. In only a few 

instances have promoters used 


fees or special assessments. bi ded recreation space as a bait to lure 
Eventually the home owners’ A swimming pool is provided in buyers and later have cut up that 
' South Side Place, the develop- : at ech © al tein Gn 
association may tur “4 a . space Ss e 
association ma' mn me prop ment of the Crain Ready Cut pug an - =e ots 
erty over to the city, if they House Company, Houston, exas. rhe question of deeding the 


SO desire 





land in such a way that it 
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will be held permanently for recreation pur- areas increased and their cooperation should al- 
poses is an important one. Mr. Edward M. ways be secured. They may often be in a position 
Bassett, in charge of the Legal Division, Regional to help if difficulties should arise in getting the 
Plan of Ne York and Its Environs, has called municipality to accept gifts of land for recreation 
attention to t ference there is in our American purposes. 
cities betws grounds which are part of park The Los Angeles Playground and Recreation 
systems an iygrounds which are under the Department passed the following resolution urg- 
board of education. Land acquired by park de- ing all owners of new subdivisions to set aside 
partments f¢ rk, playground and recreation areas for playgrounds in tracts being placed on 
purposes is s dicated when acquired that such the market to obviate the costly condemnation 
land cannot be nated in a large number of cities proceedings for such grounds in the future. 
except by s] icts of the state 
legislatures Land acquired by 
school boat r new school build- 
ings is not ordinarily permanently 
dedicated, and there is nothing to 
prevent scho irds from building 
on spaces lly intended for 
play and recreation purposes or 
from selling the areas. In dedicat- 
ing land to the municipality it is 
important for subdividers to keep in 
mind any legal restrictions involved. 

Municipalit sometimes hesitate 
to accept raw recreation space, espe- 
cially when there are few tax pay- 
ers in the neighborhood. They are 
not so reluctant to accept it once it 
has been developed and beautified. 
This was demonstrated in a number 
of instances of real estate developers 
who had received the Harmon 


Award in 1928. The subdivider in 
this instance gave the land, and the 
Harmon Foundation made _ the 
money award to develop and beau- 
tify the playg1 


Experience has shown that it 
pays subdividers to develop and 
beautify the land themselves if they 
are unable to persuade the city to 
accept it in tl iw state. It is, of 
course, implied that the recreation 
area is the kind of gift which places 
no excessive burden on the tax- 


1] 





payers and is really needed. 


Recreation 
are naturally 


In many real 


aside for popular use there are wooded 
areas such as this in Wilmington, Del. 


workers and officials 


er to see recreation 


estate properties set 





al- 
on 
he 
on 


on 
-g- 
de 
on 
on 
re, 





CONTROL AND 











delightful 
cottage for 
golfers at the 
Nassau Shores, New 


York, development. 


“Whereas, public playgrounds equipped for 
the play of children and made attractive as a 
community gathering place for people of all 
ages have come to be recognized as a vital 
necessity in every residential district in urban 
communities, and 

“Whereas, suitable areas for playground pur- 
poses should be set aside in every residential 
tract, when the same is laid out, in the same 
manner as land for streets and easements for 
public utilities is provided when residential 
tracts are subdivided, thus making expensive 
condemnation therefor unnecessary at a later 
date, and 

“Whereas, experience has shown that pub- 
lic playgrounds properly improved and oper- 
ated enhance the value of surrounding prop- 
erty in residential subdivisions, and render the 
tract more desirable as a place of residence, 

“Now, therefore, be it resolved that the 
Board of Playground and Recreation Commis- 
sioners of the City of Los Angeles urge sub- 
dividers of residential tracts to set aside in the 
original subdivision maps, such areas as will be 
suitable to serve play and recreation needs of 
the future residents of such tracts.” 


Dues and Assessments 
There are varying plans in use regarding the 
assessment of property owners and the member- 
ship fees charged. A few examples follow which 
are typical of the methods in operation through- 
out the country. 


Nassau Shore, Long Island, N. Y. 

Purchasers of lots, on signing of contract are 
entitled to membership in the Nassau Shore’s 
Country Club and are entitled to the use of the 
golf course and other facilities of the club, sub- 
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Courtesy 
Harmon National 
Real Estate 


Corporation 


ject to the rules, regulations and green fees estab- 
lished by the club. A season golf pass costs 
$20.00; a locker, $5.00; season tennis privileges, 
$2.00. 

The recreation area is being maintained and 
operated by the Harmon National Real Estate 
Corporation until such time as it may be taken 
over by the organization representing the lot 
owners. 


Kings Club District, Long Island, N. Y. 

Membership is open to persons who are prop- 
erty holders in the Kings Club District as evi- 
denced by the map of the Wm. E. Harmon Com- 
pany. The initiation fee is $15.00 per member- 
ship. The Board of Directors may at any time 
waive the initiation fee for a period not exceed- 
ing six months. Dues for membership are $12.00 
per year, payable semi-annually. 

The Company leases the property to the Kings 
Community Club, Inc. for one $1.00 per year. 


Sunnyside, Long Island, N. Y. 

All residents residing in the Sunnyside area are 
entitled to use the recreational facilities. The 
dues for those availing themselves of the privi- 
leges are $12.00 per year payable monthly, quar- 
terly or annually. The City Housing Corporation 
has appointed a committee of five persons to act 
as trustees; two represent the City Housing Cor- 
poration ; two represent the property owners, and 
one without affiliation. Said Committee to super- 
vise and control the layout, upkeep and use of 
said permanent park, etc. 


Sleepy Hollow Manor Club, North Tarrytown, 
N.Y. 
The present membership fee is $150.00 which 
entitles the holder and his entire family to the 
use of the Club’s facilities. The fee also covers 
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the cost of one membership stock certificate which 
participates in the ownership of the property. Of 
the fee, $100.00 is applied against the retirement 
of stock in the hands of Sleepy Hollow Manor, 
Inc. and $50.00 is applied against the reduction 
of the mortgage. Dues for the year are $100.00. 
This includes membership for the entire family. 


Créat Neck, | I. 


An assessment is levied for maintenance of the 


Russell Garde 


recreation area up to five mills per square foot 
of area. This assessment is against all property 
in the development whether owned by Russell 
Gardens or others. The park space will ultimately 
be deeded to the Russell Gardens Association 
comprising owners of property in Russell Gar- 
dens, and this Association will pay the taxes and 
maintain the property. 

New Amsterdam Park and Playgrounds, R. W. 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


mpany has turned the recreation 
membership corporation which 


Goode and Co 
The parent 
area over to 


issues one certificate of membership with each lot 
to the original purchasers. The lot owner pays 


dues of approximately $50.00 a year, which amply 


provides for maintenance of the property. 


Homeland, Roland Park Company, Baltimore, 
Md. 
Property holders are assessed and taxed for 


park mainte 


Broadmoor, Seattle, Washington 


A corporation has been formed the name of 
which is the idmoor Golf Club. The capital 
stock, it is stated, shall be $4,000, divided into 


alue of $10.00. The purposes 


400 shares of 


for which tl rporation is formed shall be the 


establishment maintenance of a golf club for 


the purpos« omoting social relations among 


its members, and to facilitate and encourage the 
game of gol! other open-air sports, etc. 
Forest Hill Forest Hills, New York 

All pri ure maintained by an annual 
charge or ass nt of seven and one half mills 
($.0075) per square foot of area, to be paid by 
owners of livided interest in proportion 
to their interests to the Homes Company. 

Members! the Community House is open 
to all. Eacl ember is required to take out a 
bond of $100.0 ch sum is returned at a public 
drawing by lot e dues are $50.00 per year 


and include p1 ges for the entire family. 


St. Francis Wood, San Francisco, California 

The group of property owners have banded 
themselves together forming the St. Francis 
Homes Association. The latter pays all taxes and 
assessments levied by the authorities upon the 
parks and playgrounds. 


Palos Verdes Estates, Los Angeles County, Calif, 

The Palos Verdes Home Association has been 
incorporated. It is a permanent association of 
property owners to maintain the plantings, parks, 
streets, light and other improvements. The Asso- 
ciation has the power to interpret and enforce all 
restrictions, and collect the annual maintenance 
tax (at a rate never more than the city tax rate 
of the old city of Los Angeles) for the upkeep of 
the property and for the general benefit of all 
property owners. 

To this Association has been deeded the titles 
to the shorelands, golf course, and other parks, 
and also the titles to all dedicated streets. It will 
act as a permanent organizing force for commu- 
nity activities, helping to promote riding, yacht- 
ing and fishing club and to organize pageants and 
other worth while community functions. 


Radburn, New Jersey 

As a guarantee to home owners of the perma- 
nence of the parks and open spaces in the areas 
now developed, they have been deeded over to 
the Radburn Association by the City Housing 
Corporation. The upkeep of these spaces and 
facilities is an important duty of the Radburn 
Association. 


Greenway Parks, Dallas, Texas 

The maintenance of the community park areas, 
called ‘‘Built-in-Playgrounds” by O. H. Koch, the 
engineer, is provided for by provisions in the 
deed which the purchaser assumes and for which 
he pledges an annual assessment, secured by a 
first lien on the property, not to exceed $.15 per 
one hundred square feet of lot area per annum. 
The administration of such maintenance is under 
the direction of property owners. The committee 
is chosen annually at a meeting of property 
owners in each district. 


Forms Used 


Articles of incorporation under which home 
associations and similar groups are organized and 
deeds and contracts of sale vary in their pro- 
visions regarding recreation areas. A few ex- 
tracts, however, are given as typical examples. 


ed 
cis 
nd 
he 
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From Amended Articles of Incorporation of St. 
Francis Homes Association 
“To provide for the lighting, improving and 
maintaining of such streets, parks and other open 
spaces, including all grass plots and other planted 


areas within the lines of such streets, now exist- 
ing or hereafter to be created in or bordering 
upon said tracts as shall be maintained for the 


general use of the owners, and their successors in 
interest, of any portion of said tracts of land; 
to construct; improve and maintain parks and 
parkways, tennis courts, playgrounds and a com- 
munity club-house in said tracts; to purchase 
water for irrigation and to construct and operate 
a pumping plant and water system for the irriga- 
tion of the parks, grass plots and other planted 
areas now existing or hereafter to be created 
within the lines of the streets shown on such map 
or maps or bordering upon said tracts; to care 
for all such vacant and unimproved lots and plots 
now existing or which shall hereafter exist in 
said tracts; to take any action with reference to 
such vacant and unimproved lots and parks as 
may be necessary and desirable, in the opinion of 
the Board of Directors of this Corporation, to 
keep the said vacant and unimproved lots and 
plots neat and in good order; to pay all taxes and 
assessments which may be levied by any author- 


ity upon the streets and parks now or hereafter 
opened, laid out or established in said tracts, and 
on such other open spaces therein as shall be 
maintained for the general use of the owners of 
any portion of said tracts of land, and their suc- 
cessors in interest, and also the ornamental fea- 
tures, tennis courts, community club-house, pump- 
ing plant and irrigation system, sewers and storm 
drains established on said tracts or the streets 
adjacent thereto, whether taxed or assessed as a 
part thereof or separately ; to enforce the restric- 
tions, conditions, covenants, charges and agree- 
ments at any time created for the benefit of any 
portion of said tracts of land, or to which any 


T) =+ ’ ; 
portiol ( 


said tracts of land may at any time 
be subject, and to pay the expenses in connection 
therewith ; to approve plans for dwellings or other 
be erected on any portion of said 
tracts of land, and to pay the expenses incident 


ion and approval thereof and to 


such supervision of construction as may, in the 
opinion of the Board of Directors hereof, be 
necessary ; to provide for the sweeping and clean- 
ing of streets, the collection and disposition of 


street Sweepins 


es, garbage and the like, and the 
nee of the sewer system and community 


police protection in the said tracts of land; and 
to do and perform all things necessary for the 
general welfare of the owners of any portion of 
said tracts of land.” 


From Warranty Deed, Golfside Corporation, 
Saginaw, Michigan 

“(g) The owners of lots in said Golfside Sub- 
division and Hill’s Replat after January 1, 1928, 
shall be liable for the cost of maintenance of all 
utilities, improvements, streets, parkways and 
parks in Golfside Subdivision and Hill’s Replat, 
the cost to be determined on the basis of the 
frontage that each lot bears to the total frontage 
of all lots in Golfside Subdivision and Hill’s 
Replat.” 


From Certificate of Incorporation of the Rad- 
burn, New Jersey, Association 

“(5) To acquire, equip, construct, maintain, 
and supervise within or without The Property for 
the benefit of residents in The Property play- 
grounds, parks, club houses, community centers, 
tennis courts, athletic fields, golf courses, swim- 
ming pools, and recreation facilities of every kind 
and character, and facilities for the enhancement 
of community life, with the right to fix and col- 
lect charges for the use thereof. 

“(14) To pay all taxes and assessments, if 
any, which may be levied by any authority upon 
the property owned by the Association or upon 
the streets, highways, parks, commons, footways, 
walks, lanes or other open spaces maintained and 
lands acquired for the general use of residents 
within The Property. 

“(17) Insofar as permitted by the Laws of 
the State of New Jersey, to do any other thing 
that in the opinion of the Board of Trustees may 
be of general benefit to the residents of The Prop- 
erty and to acquire and maintain property and 
expend money and do any and all things to pro- 
mote the health, safety, and welfare of residents 
within The Property, and to provide for educa- 
tion, recreation, and the enhancement of social 
life and community welfare within The Prop- 
erty; the foregoing specific powers being by way 
of illustration and not by way of limitation.” 

Extracts from a few forms of conveyances 
follow : 


Extract from Deed, Kings Club District, Brook- 
lyn, New York 
“This conveyance is made upon the express 
condition that the above described premises shall 
be used as a recreational ground, club house and 
(Continued on page 307) 








The Legal Point 
of View 


Legislation must be the result of 
a thorough and conscientious study 
and statement of the problem to be 


solved or the need to be supplied 


XPERIENCE has shown that there is a need 
for modern, comprehensive planning and 
zoning ibling laws. The past decade has 


seen considerable progress along this line, but 


much needs yet to be done in sub- 





Courtesy Palos Verdes Estates 


say that if small parks for playgrounds are set 
aside, the remaining land will sell for enough to 
make this profitable. The new laws make possible 
an offset of small park land against street land 
so that a developer can save on street widths and 
throw the saving into small parks. 

“The new laws which are per- 





division control. A number of 
cities have laws affecting the prob- 
lem and many cities have made lo- 
cal provision 

Mr. Edward M 


Bassett, in 





Laws are important, but vol- 
untary action on the part of 
Planning Commissions and 
subdividers can do much to 
secure play spaces for our 


missive, as far as their adoption 
by any city or village is con- 
cerned, provide that: 

“Before the approval by the 
planning board of a plat showing 
a new street or highway, such plat 








charge of the Legal Division of | Communities. 
the Regional Plan of New York 
and Its Environs, in discussing the statutory re- 


setting aside playgrounds in plats 
with reference to the amendments to the general 
city and village laws of New York State passed 
in 1926, said 


nowadays abou 


quirements 


“Small parks for playgrounds are 


— 


as necessary as streets. Fast mov- 
ing automobiles render all streets dangerous for 
play purposes. Yards about houses are usually 
too small. Yet in the rapidly growing areas 
throughout a region a house is built on every lot 


without a thought of setting aside small parks for 


playgrounds before the land is built over. After 
acres of houses are built and occupied, the cry 
for the first time arises for playgrounds. Then 


the playgrounds, if established at all, are likely 
to be put in Sometimes they 
d in emergencies by tearing down ex- 
Some far-seeing developers set 


They 


the wrong places. 
are produce 
isting houses 
aside small parks in their developments. 
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will also in proper cases show a 
park or parks suitably located for playground or 
other recreation purposes. In approving such plats 
the planning board shall require that . . . the 
parks shall be of reasonable size for the neighbor- 
hood playgrounds or other recreation uses. In 
making such determination regarding streets, 
highways and parks, the planning board shall take 
into consideration the prospective character of 
the development, whether dense residence, open 
residence, business or industrial. 

“Although no owner is compelled to dedicate 
land for a park or playground, these laws pro- 
vide a means by which such land may be com- 
pelled to be platted for this purpose. A _ period 
of time is prescribed within which the munici- 
pality may acquire this land in case the owner 
does not choose to dedicate it. The real estate 
developer can often be accommodated by certain 
changes in street widths or modification of zoning 


states 


set 
| to 
ible 
and 
and 


er- 
ion 
On- 
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so that his layout, when including playgrounds, 
will be to his advantage. 

In 1927 the Town Law of New York was sim- 
ilarly amended. 

“To supplement and amend the Greater New 
York Charter, in relation to establishing a depart- 
ment of city planning, creating the office of com- 
missioner of city planning, and defining the pow- 
ers and duties of such department and commis- 


sioner. 

“SECTION 449g. Consideration of map or 
plan of a subdivision. When a map or plan of 
a subdivision shall be submitted to the board of 
estimate and apportionment for its approval pur- 


suant to Section 1540 of the Greater New York 
Charter, a copy thereof shall also be submitted 


to the commissioner of city planning and the 
board of estimate and apportionment shall not 
take any action thereon until a reasonable oppor- 
tunity shall have been afforded such commis- 
sioner to make his report and recommendations 


in respect thereto, especially in reference to the 
parks suitable for a play- 
Every such map sub- 


location of a park or 


ground or other recreation. 


mitted to the commissioner of city planning shall 
contain the name and address of a person to 
whom notice of a hearing shall be sent and no 
such recommendations shall be made to the board 


of estimate and apportionment in respect to such 
map until the commissioner of city planning shall 


have afforded a hearing thereon. Notice shall 


be sent to such address by registered mail of the 
time a place of such hearing not less than five 
days before the date fixed therefor. The com- 
missioner of city planning shall examine such 
map and_ determine 
whether or not the 


streets proposed are of pe on - whic 


ably located to accom- d wide-armed 


There is my ye the nature of American consti- 
should produce timidity or the sible for the promoter of 

OOM BO i sying of effort by fear of constitutional difficulties. 
he American constitution is sufficiently beneficent 

to receive within its protection 


parks, if any, are of reasonable size for neighbor- 
hood playgrounds or other recreation uses, and 
shall report his conclusions in respect to such 
matters to the board of estimate and apportion- 
ment.” 


Extracts from Municipal Regulations Gov- 
erning Contro] of Subdivision Layout 


Palo Alto, California (City Planning Commis- 
sion—Rules for Land Subdivision, April, 


1930). 


“11. Parks, Schools, Playground Sites, etc. 
In subdivising property, due consideration shall 
be given by the subdividers and the Commission 
to the dedication or reservation of suitable sites 
for schools, parks, and playgrounds so as to con- 
form as nearly as possible to the Master Plan 
and general plans of the city and nearby areas. 
Such provision should be indicted on the prelim- 
inary plan in order that it may be determined 
when and in what manner such areas will be 
dedicated or acquired.” 

Note: The opportunities for cooperation of 
the sort implied in the rule above have scarcely 
yet been touched. Any subdivision of reasonable 
size is almost certain to have a church or a school 
in it at some time. A neighborhood park of at 
least twenty acres should be made available for 
development in each square mile of residential 
area; and small parks of at least ten per cent. of 
the total area should be distributed throughout 
all residential districts. These incidental features 
of every residence district should be planned at 
the time the land is platted. A distribution of a 
portion of the selling value of these areas among 
the remaining lots will 
generally make it pos- 


the subdivision to offer 
such areas at prices that 


modate the prospective witevarl is morally and intellectually justifiable and will permit immediate 


traffic and to afford light really needed for the public welfare. Whatever is acceptance. 
done should represent painstaking and thoroughgoing 
search into the public needs, into the ascertainment 
and statement of the problem and into the working 


and air to buildings and 
access of fire-fighting 
and whether such streets yt of the solution. 
are coordinated so as to 


Small tracts 
for parks, if of usable 
size, may, with profit to 
the subdivider, be dedi- 


By one method or another each community can cated free to the city. 


compose a convenient Within its resources acquire and produce such amount The advantages of the 


system, and whether the 


land shown on such map 


and distribution of open spaces as it needs and should 
have for the health and well being of its people, if it 


will but have the courage and intelligence to go 


park may be capitalized 
in the sale of lots, and 


is of such a character about the development of its plan, its legislative and generally enough addi- 
that it can be used for administrative procedures in a thoroughgoing, intel- tional will be realized to 


buildings without danger 
to the health of the occu- 
pants, and whether the 


lectually honest and — y 


Attorney Ae Member of the 
City Plan Commission of Cincinnati 


tient manner. 


LFRED BETTMAN, 


more than pay the orig- 
inal cost of the land 
given to the city. 
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“The Commi 
advisable that a 
division, not 
area, be dedicat 
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Rule S 
“16. Suital 
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Connecticut 


ion may require where it deems 


suitable area or areas in the sub- 


in 


ceeding ten per cent. of its total 


] 


d for park and playground pur- 


CW 


York (Planning Board— 


erning the platting of land) 


property should be allocated for 
| playgrounds to be dedicated or 


to be reserved for the common use of all property 


owners by co 
the control of 
approved by 
Rochester, 
“In 
shall be f1vel 
for parks an 
White Plais 
trol of 
“That 
set aside for 


subdi 


for parks 


ings 


“Appendix “ 
“4. The are 
grounds will de} 
garden and 
lots. 


cr 


ae ° 

than are re 
rest of the tr 
play area, 
zoning can 
whole. 

“6. Small 
residence 
and permanenc 
a good neighl 
sufficient for thx 
the subdivisi 
divider. TI 
should depet 
ing propose d 
street width 
ately be grant 
make liberal pro\ 

“12. Before 
plan for th 
it is suggested 


plan be infor 


11? 


a prope! 


A 


venant in the deed and subject to 
the municipality under conditions 


Planning Board.” 
Y ork 
property, due consideration 
the laying out of suitable sites 
iygrounds.” 
York (City Plan, 1928—Con- 
Subdivisions ) 


portion of each plat should be 


in tl 


use in the form of open spaces 
grounds, and _ public _ build- 
needed for parks and play- 


nd somewhat on the amount of 
space available on the individual 
wever, by platting larger lots 
by the present zoning for the 
by setting aside small park or 


iverage density required by the 


untained over the tract as a 


rks increase the desirability of a 


rho yd. 
[hey are an essential part of 


They make for stability 
environment. Small parks 


needs of the future residents of 


hould be set aside by the sub- 
1 to be devoted to such use 
the lot sizes and type of hous- 


cessions in regard to lot sizes, 
zoning changes can appropri- 
to developers who voluntarily 
sion for small parks. 
lrawing up a final subdivision 
oval of the City Planning Board 
it a tentative or preliminary 


ubmitted to the Board. 


This preliminary plan should show: (h) proposed 
parks or other open spaces. 


Canton, Ohio 

In all residential subdivisions containing more 
than twenty-five acres, the platting shall provide 
for small parks, playgrounds or other open spaces 
or grounds, in addition to streets or ways, the 
aggregate area of which open grounds or spaces 
shall not be less than one twenty-fifth (1/25) of 
the area of the subdivision; provided, however, 
that this regulation shall not be interpreted as re- 
quiring the dedication of said open grounds or 
spaces to the public but as requiring the grant of 
such easements or rights as will secure the use of 
the same for recreational and open air purposes 
by the inhabitants of the territory of the sub- 
division ; and provided further that the Commis- 
sion may remove or reduce this requirement in 
special situations where, either by reason of ex- 
ceptional hardship or by reason of the supply of 
other adequate recreational and open air spaces or 
by reason of the exceptionally large area of the 
lots of the subdivision, the Commission deems 
the above requirements unnecessary or unreason- 
able.” 


Cincinnati, Ohio 

“The City Planning Commission shall be the 
Platting Commission of the City and as such 
shall have the control of platting and shall pro- 
vide regulations governing the platting of all lands 
within the City or within three miles thereof, so 
as to secure a harmonious development and to 
provide for the coordination of streets with other 
streets and with the official city plan and to pro- 
vide for open spaces for traffic, utilities, access 
of fire-fighting apparatus, recreation, light and air 
and for the avoidance of congestion of population. 

“Such regulations may include requirements as 
to the extent to which and the manner in which 
streets and other public ways shall be graded and 
improved _ 
Memphis, Tennessee 

“In due 
shall be given to the dedication of suitable sites 


subdividing property, consideration 


for schools, parks and playgrounds. Such pro- 
vision should be indicated on the preliminary plan 


be determined when and in 


in order that it may 
what manner such areas will be dedicated to the 
City.” 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 
“The City Plan Commission, where possible, 
(Continued on page 308) 
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On America’s Playgrounds This Summer 


Where 


Children Reign Supreme 


N Louisville, Kentucky, four traveling play 

leaders, two white and two negro, are going 

about the city responding to the requests of 
neighborhood groups wishing help in arranging a 
neighborhood get-together or planning a night 
of street play. These leaders are also going to 
orphanages, children’s hospitals, churches, and in- 
stitutions of all kinds requesting their services. 
This service is being conducted during the vaca- 
tion months instead of the street play which the 
Recreation Division conducted last summer. 

The Department of Public Playgrounds and 
Recreation of Reading, Pennsylvania, in ccopera- 
tion with the Junior League of the city which is 
financing the project, is also providing a worker 
this summer to help institutions in their play 
problems. One of the staff members is devoting 
her entire time to visiting the institutions of 
Reading and Berks 
County with a pro- 
gram which is reach- 
ing hospital patients, 
children of all ages, 


delinquent girls, and 


nurses. [he program 
includes games and 


occupational therapy 


for hospital patients, 
Storytelling, active 
and indoor games, 
handcraft, folk danc- 
ing, and dramatics for 


those in orphanages 


and similar institutions. 


Music Popular 
And in Mobile, Alabama, “junk” bands, the 
name originating with the children themselves, are 
enlivening the playground program this summer. 


A bird's-eye view of the 


The results may not be pleasing to the mu- 
sic critic, but it’s great fun for the band! 





These bands are 
made up of chil- 
dren who can 
play an _ instru- 


laygrounds shows many 
ascinating activities. 


ment of any kind—and nothing is excluded from 
this unique organization! Thus far guitars have 


predominated. One boy is using a one string cello 
which he made. Much stress is being laid on play- 
ground music and there are ten units of rhythm 
bands, ten harmonica bands, and ten ukulele 
groups. Professional musicians of the city are 
taking a great deal of interest in the music activi- 
ties of the playgrounds and are cooperating in 
every possible way. 

In Jacksonville, Florida, too, music is playing 
an important part this summer. The bands pro- 
moted by the Playground and Recreation Board, 
the philharmonic orchestra, the junior symphonic 
orchestra, the drum 
and bugle corps, the 
mandolin _ orchestra, 
the harmonica band, 
the children’s rhythm 
band, and a _ civic 
opera association, are 
all functioning. Drama 
is also considered im- 
portant. The Commu- 
nity Players early this 
summer produced a 
bill of one-act plays, 
and this group is now 
taking drama into the 
various communities 
through the use of a portable stage set up on the 
playgrounds. Street showers are being operated 
in seventeen locations, while two swimming pools 
are serving the bathing public. These oppor- 
tunities to “keep cool” are greatly appreciated. 
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And on These Hot Days! 

Street showers are delighting the hearts of the 
children of Montreal, Canada, for so successful 
were the two portable wading pools provided last 
summer by the Montreal Kiwanis Club and oper- 
ated under the supervision of the Parks and Play- 
grounds’ Asso 
ciation, that the 7 
Kiwanians this 


= 


| 


year are fut 
nishing a truck 
to convey thi 
apparatus from 
one area to an 
11 


tion to the 32,- 


000 children 


who. enjoyed 


other. In ad 
3 


the pools and 
showers last 
year, children 
in many other 
congested sec 
tions of the 
city through 


Kiwanians’ generosity will be enabled this year to 


share in the benefits. Last year the two pools were 
used simultaneously, one serving thickly popu- 
lated sections in the east end, the other, similar 


districts in the west end. The firemen of the 
various stations decided to join in the fun, and 


when it came their turn to have the pool they 
purchased liquid soap and helped give the boys 
and girls shampoos and baths. 


The dips offered a splendid means of getting in 
contact with parents and children who were badly 


in need of the sort of assistance which the recently 
established Health Service, operated in connection 
with the playgrounds, was ready to give boys and 
girls. Last year on certain days a doctor, a trained 
nurse, and two final year medical students visited 
the playgrounds in turn, examining the children 


and advising them how to build up healthy bodies. 


The service is being continued this summer. 


Working to Win Their Awards 


More than 2,000 Seattle boys and girls began 
their long awaited and highly prized summer vaca- 


tion by enrolling in “school,” the school in this 
case being the Playground Achievement Club, 


conducted by the Playground Division of the 
Seattle Park Department. And today on every 
one of the twenty-eight play fields these 
boys and girls are earnestly working on their “les- 





sons,” intent upon earning enough points to win 
a blue, red or white achievement club ribbon— 
the highest play field award attainable. 

The school room is a shady play field corner, 
and the “pupils” make boats, cars, dolls and toy 
houses, and swim, dive and play ball in their 
classes. The 
teachers are 
there, too, play 
leaders who are 
the constant 
companions of 
the children 
throughout the 
summer. And 
to carry out 
the analogy, the 
much _ sought 
“100” is the 
perfect mark 
in the  play- 
ground _ school 
Not merely showers but veritable as well as in 
life-savers these hot August days! 


the convention- 
al three R’s. 

Twenty events in all are listed on each child’s 
achievement card under the classification of ath- 
letic achievements, hobbies, and special achieve- 
ments, with three left open to the play leader to 
fit the local conditions. For athletic achievements 
the boy or girl must pass one physical ability test 
—one to five points credit; must compete on a 
playground team—five points or none; place in 
local “C” events—limit of five points; participate 
in an all-city event—five points or none; do any 
standard athletic stunts—one point for each with 
a limit of five, and he must also teach a game to 
an organized group or umpire a game—one to 
five points. 

For hobby achievements the child is required to 
complete two handcraft articles—one to five 
points ; to play a musical instrument or show satis- 
factory results in another hobby—five points or 
none; to read a book from an approved list—five 
points or none, and to mount and name ten nature 
specimens—one point for each two completed. 

Special achievements involve doing a good turn 
on the playground—one to five points; enrolling 
an achievement club member—five points or none; 
demonstrating a method of first aid—one to five 
points; attending Camp Denny, the municipal 
overnight playground camp, or any other approved 
camp—five points or none; swimming twenty-five 





feet—five points or none, and performing a stand- 





ir 
he 


he 
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ard dive—five points or none. Suggestions for 
the remaining three events include ability to score 
a baseball game, membership in an outside club 


or organization, leadership in a local special day 
program, ability to tie standard knots and to tell 
a story satisfactorily to a group on the playground. 
One hundred points is the maximum score. 
Ninety-five points earn a blue ribbon which carries 
the same splendor and prestige as the traditional 
blue ribbons of horse racing. Eighty or more 
points earn a red ribbon, while sixty-five or more 
qualify the child for a white ribbon. Any boy 
or girl in the city under sixteen years of age is 
eligible to join the Achievement Club. Score 
cards, 9 by 5 inches, are issued to each member 
and on these the play leaders tally the points 
earned. The period in which ribbons may be 
earned extends from June 13th to August 29th, 
but awards earned before the final day are im- 
mediately presented to the victorious youth. 
Children on the Birmingham, Alabama, play- 
grounds are competing for points in a merit sys- 
tem in which participation and accomplishment 
count. Under the new plan all children coming 


to the playgrounds are registered by play leaders 
and a daily record of each will be kept. Any boy 
or girl who enters a number of the events has an 
opportunity to win an award. Loving cups will 
be awarded at the end of the season for winners 
of the greatest number of points won, and ten 
awards, consisting of park board monograms or 
similar insignia, will be made for high scores in 
ach of six classes—junior boys; senior boys; 
junior girls; senior girls; men, and women. There 
will be three pennants offered for which the play- 
grounds will compete throughout the season. 
These pennants will be awarded at the end of two 
weeks to the three playgrounds which make the 
best scores and show the best participation dur- 
ing the first two weeks. Winners will hold the 
pennants two weeks and at the end of that time 
they will go to the playgrounds showing best 
scores for the preceding two weeks. The Board 
will continue to award ribbons to winners from 
the various classes at the pet show, doll buggy 
parade, the handcraft exhibit and other similar 
events. Thus individual winners and entire 
groups will have the thrill of accomplishment. 


Whatever else the playground program may offer, how very long the list, 
it’s not complete unless there is an opportunity for handcraft activities. 











urtesy Salt Lake City Recreation Department 











290 ON AMERICA’S PLAYGROUNDS 


| ten 
: mm | 
: i ae a me 


» 
ee Sa ence 


7. 


Baseball, says the pessimist, is losing its popular- 
ity with boys. This bird’s-eye view doesn’t prove it! 


Activities of All Kinds 

Irvington, New Jersey, play- 
ected a nation for its own, and the 
k dancing, music, craft activities 


Each of 
grounds ha: 
program of 
and games w is now going on, is based on the 
uuntry the playground is repre- 
lead up to a final International 


customs oi 
senting. T 
Day at the close of the season, when instead of 
the customary circus there will be craft exhibits 
and demonstrations of cultural as well as physical 
activities. At 1 of a large play field will be 
allotted each nation for displaying its exhibit. 

handcraft projects are being car- 
ried out on the playgrounds of Decatur, Illinois— 


Three major 


marionettes, silvercraft and vase making. Camp 
parties are another popular activity. Children who 
visit the playgrounds 


tunity to enté 


are being given an oppor- 


o-day camping parties sponsored 
by the Pines Community Association. Camp facili- 


ties and supervision are provided by the associa- 


tion, the children furnishing their own food sup- 
plies and the necessary blankets. The camps are 


on a budget of $300. 


New Jersey, the Recreation 


being maintained 

At Bloomfiel 
Commission is holding a Fathers’ and Mothers’ 
Night once eve 


two weeks on each playground 


with a specia ram of games, community sing- 


vities that fathers, mothers, and 
together. Simple folk dancing 


ing, and other ac 
children can e1 


is a part of the program. 

The miniature airplane makers of Detroit, 
Michigan, are fortunate in having the use of the 
large hangar at the Detroit airport for their activi- 


ties. The boys have been given a side room in 
which to make their planes and they are permitted 
to fly them in the hangar when it is not being 


used for the storage of airships. The Depart- 





ment of Recreation, in ¢o- 
operation with the Detroit 
News, initiated a novelty 
event in an auto-giro model 
airplane contest open to all 
boys and girls under 
twenty-one years of age, 
The News published a 
series of drawings to guide 
the model builders. 

Many of the ninety play- 
grounds in Westchester 
County have toy symphony 
orchestras this summer, and 
rhythm sticks, triangles, 
tambourines, castanets, 
wood blocks, jingle sticks 
and drums are vying in popularity with coping 
saws, hammers and other tools of the handcraft 
program which a member of the staff of the Coun- 
ty Recreation Commission is promoting in her 
weekly visits. Another worker from the Com- 
mission is visiting the playgrounds organizing 
dramatics, while the Commission’s nature lore 
specialist, through nature talks and exhibits at 
the various centers is acquainting the children 
with the mysteries of nature and introducing them 
to native birds, trees, rocks, flowers and plants. 
The traveling circus is making its rounds again 
this year, and rehearsals for the “greatest show 
in the County” are now under way. 


Athletics Everywhere—Especially Ball 
Games! 


Approximately 3,040 adults and 500 boys are 
playing mush ball (indoor baseball) in parks, cor- 
ner lots, school yards, and parking places in York, 
Pa. The adults are members of 102 regularly 
organized league teams and fifty independent 
teams. The boys are members of twenty-four 
teams in three playground leagues and of a score 
or more of independent clubs. Many of the mem- 
bers are unemployed men and older boys, and the 
activity is doing much, according to the recreation 
officials, to maintain their morale in this difficult 
period. 

One of the most interesting activities being 
promoted by the West Chicago Park Commis- 
sioners this summer is the Stanford Park Twi- 
light Baseball League, composed of ten senior 
teams of twenty players each. The average age 
of the players is about twenty-eight years and the 
majority of the men playing are in business or in 
various professions in the neighborhood. It was 
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found that there was a real need for organized 
tournaments conducted over a period of several 
rules made as lenient as possible. 
a soft ball fourteen inches in cir- 


months with 
For example 
cumference is used, and the pitching is slow in or- 
der to enable the batter to hit the ball, thereby 
viving the infield and outfield an opportunity to 
play continuously. The distance for the bases is 
sixty feet; balls and strikes are called to prevent 
stalling, but all other rules are the same as those 
controlling regular baseball. 

The team is made up of a variety of nationali- 
ties and interest is very keen. There is a nightly 
attendance of from 800 to 1,500 people. The 
tournament is conducted on a double round robin 
basis divided into two halves. First and second 
place winners of each half will play in final series 
of three games in September to determine the 
champions and the runners-up. Between the first 
ind second half the plan is carried out of allowing 
the teams to add any new players, make transfers, 
and strengthen the team before the first game, 
but no changes are allowed after the half begins. 
By dividing the tournament into two halves the 
beneficial effect is secured of tending to prevent 
the team down in league standing from becoming 
discouraged and dropping out. This gives the 
team a new lease of life. A nominal entry fee is 
charged for the purpose of holding the interest of 
the teams in the league, and this money is ex- 
trophies and medals selected by the 
All protests, which must 


pended for 
managers themselves. 


600 boys and men. In the case of the senior and 
junior divisions the teams furnish their own balls 
and bats; in the Teenie Weenie League balls and 
bats are furnished by the Commissioners. 

Baseball is making rapid strides in Elmira, New 
York, as well as in York and Chicago. This year 
over 1,000 men and boys are playing in the base- 
ball teams organized by the Recreation Commis- 
sion. There are fourteen leagues of ninety-six 
teams; five leagues of thirty-two teams of boys 
under fourteen years of age are being sponsored 
by the Elks Club which is giving trophies to the 
winning teams of each league and banquets for 
all the teams. The plan is being followed of leav- 
ing the game in the hands of the boys, no adult 
coaches being allowed on the side lines. The 
older boys in the American Legion and junior 
leagues are taking a great deal of interest in the 
midget leagues, are organizing some of the teams 
and helping to coach them. As the boys leave thie 
midget leagues they go into the junior leagues 
and most of them are organizing their own midget 
teams. The responsibility which the boys are 
assuming is doing much to develop leadership. 

This summer the Department of Public Play- 
grounds and Recreation of Reading, Pennsylvania, 
is administering the entire tennis program, and a 
new system of reserving courts has been intro- 
duced. Telephone reservations may be made 
twenty-four hours ahead through the recreation 
headquarters. Reservations are recorded by the 
number of the court and the number of the player 


be in writing, are taken up at the end of each on a master sheet. Players are required to regis- 
half and the managers who are the governing ter not only their own numbers but the numbers 
board, decide on the merits of each protest. Ex- of their partner and opponents. Individuals wish- 
perience has shown this ing to reserve courts are 
to be the best policy. August 14 asked to take out per- 


The younger boys, 
who watched the sen- 
iors play daily, asked to 
be organized into a 
league of their own 
with the result that at 
the present time there 
is a Junior League of 


twelve teams of twenty 


boys each. In addition, 
a £ eenie Weenie 
eague of boys between 
the ages of ten and fif- 
teen has been organ- 


ized. Altogether there 
are in active competi- 


tion in all the leagues 


On August 14 the attention of the nation will 
center on the public playgrounds of the United 
States. President Hoover has written a special 
wr Myt to the two and a half million boys and girls 
of the playgrounds, which, printed on cards, will be 
y soe Lm to them on that day. From 266 com- 
munities requests for one million of the cards have 
already been received at the headquarters of the 
National Recreation Association. 

The day will be given over to field meets, pa- 
geants, amateur sports, story-telling festivals, and 
other special programs in celebration of twenty-five 
years of recreation progress. One large city will 
make the day the beginning of a two weeks’ cam- 
paign to interest parents in the public playgrounds 
used by their children. 

Have you completed your plans for this gala 
occasion? If not, be sure to write or wire the Asso- 
ciation for your cards, in order that the children of 
your community may not be disappointed. 


mits at 25 cents each 
for a year, the fee to be 
used to cover the cler- 
ical service involved. 
Any one can play with- 
out a permit if he 
wishes to take his 
chance on securing a 
court at the time he 
wishes it. 


Not Forgetting 
Mother and Dad! 


Mother and Dad 
Week is a new activity 
this summer on the 
(Continued on page 308) 











Out-of-Doors 


Courtesy Camp Lauderdale, New York 


OW that 


ing to 


summer is here many are respond- 
the invitation to play in the great 
outdoors which for weeks has been broad- 

cast by old Mother Nature. 
thronged with recreation seekers and an increas- 


City parks are being 


ing army of motorists is invading the country- 
side. The hiker, the fisherman and the camper 
are abroad in the land! In fact the real playtime 
of the year has come to those living north of the 
equator and every one of us is looking forward 
to some relaxation in th¢ 

The United States is fortunate in having many 
natural facilities for outdoor recreation. Moun- 
tains, forests, lakes and streams are within reach 


> open. 


of nearly every cot Important in the out- 
door recreation 
ministered by the 


Department of 


nmunity. 
field are the national forests, ad- 
Forest Service United States 
Agriculture. Rich in scenic 
beauty, as well as in natural wonders and historic 
interest, they are among the leading playgrounds 
of the nation. There are 151 national forests, 
located in thirty Alaska and 
Porto Rico, and containing in the aggregate an 


states, as well as 


area of 160,000,000 acres or nearly seven per cent 
of the total land 
292 


area of the country. 


Camps provided in the national forests 
offer all the joys the camper can wish. 


— with Uncle Sam 


The Forest Service of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture tells 
us how to use our many national 
forests to the best advantage. 


That recreation has grown to be one of the 
major uses of the national forests is demonstrated 
by the fact that last year they were visited by 
31,000,000 


motorists, 


including _pic- 
fishermen, 


vacationists, 
nickers, hikers, 
hunters, hotel and resort visitors and summer resi- 
dents. National 
fore looking more and more to the development 
Roads and well-marked 
trails are being extended to make the forests easily 


over 
campers, 


forest administration is there- 
of recreational facilities. 


accessible and there are countless secluded spots 
along the banks of streams and lakes where the 
camper may pitch his tent, free of charge, al- 
though on some forests it is necessary to secure 
a camp fire permit. In localities frequented by 
large numbers of people free public camp grounds 
are being improved by the Forest Service and 
sanitary facilities, fireplaces, water supplies, and 
other camp conveniences are being provided for 
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the comfort of visitors. At the close of 1930 about 
1.700 of these camp grounds, either wholly or 
partially improved, were being used. Some 1,200 
hotels, resorts, and summer camps and 10,770 
private summer homes are operating under per- 
mit. Under free permit fifteen municipal recrea- 
tion camps are operated in national forests on a 
non-profit basis by several of the larger muni- 
cipalities of California. The Forest Service has 
also issued permits for summer camps on National 
Forests in various parts of the country to a num- 
ber of organizations such as the Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts and Y. M. C. A. 

Big game is found in the mountainous parts 
of the national forests, and many excellent trout 
streams and lakes, periodically restocked with 


young fish, offer keen sport to the angler. Out- 
side of certain game refuges within the national 


forests, the only restrictions on hunters and fish- 
ermen are those imposed by the state fish and 
In fact, all that the Forest Service 


game laws. 

asks of any visitor is that he look to the proper 
sanitation of his camp or picnic ground and to 
care with fire. For purposes of public education 
and recreation the Forest Service under a recent 


departmental regulation, is establishing a series 


of representative areas in the national forests 


, 


known as “primitive areas” wherein those who 


crave the “back-to-nature” type of recreation 
will find wilderness unimpaired. Within these 
areas, so far as is practicable, primitive con- 
ditions of environment, transportation, habi- 
tation and subsistence will be kept. In 
maintaining such areas the Forest Service 
hopes to prevent the impairment of 


unique natural values and to give the 
public opportunity to know the condi- 


tions which existed in the pioneer 
stages of the country’s development 
and to engage in the forms of recre- 
ation characteristic of that period. 
National forests are found with- 
in reasonable traveling distance in 
nearly every part of the country. 
Although the majority of them 
still lie west of the Great 
Plains, forests have been cre- 
ated in the Lake States, in the 
White Mountains, the Cen- 
tral and Southern Appala- 
chians, the Ozarks, and 
other sections of the east 
and south. Recreation 
leaders who have the op- 























Government workers provide nature and hiking 
trails for recreationalists. 


portunity to do so are invited to take advantage of 
the recreational facilities offered by national for- 
ests. Information regarding any national forest 
can be obtained from the Regional Forester in 
charge of the region in which it lies. Following 
are the addresses of the nine regional headquarters 
of the Forest Service: 

Lake States Region—Customs Service Build- 
ing, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Northern Region—Federal Building, Missoula, 
Mont. 

Rocky Mountain Region—Post Office Build- 
ing, Denver, Colo. 

Southwestern Region—Gas and Electric Build- 
ing, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Intermountain Region—Forest Service Build- 
ing, Ogden, Utah. 

California Region—Ferry Building, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 

North Pacific Region—Post Office Building, 
Portland, Oregon. 

Eastern Region—Atlantic Building, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Alaska Region—Federal and Territorial Build- 
ing, Juneau, Alaska. 

An informational map folder, “Vacation in the 
National Forests,” may be obtained free of 
charge from the United States Forest Service, 

Washington, D. C. The folder gives the loca- 
tion and headquarters address of each of the 

151 national forests, together with a brief 

description of their recreation use. 


The Camp Fire 


When picnics, camps and other outings 
are the order of the day there will often 
be occasion for a camp fire. To most 
persons half the pleasure of a woods 
outing is in building and cooking over 

a fire. But notwithstanding its use- 
fulness and charm, there is no 
greater potential source of danger 
than the improperly made camp 
fire. Carelessly handled almost 
in the twinkling of an eye it can 
set loose a devouring demon 
and turn a sylvan paradise 
into a roaring furnace. It 
therefore behooves the ten- 
derfoot to learn the ways of 
a camp fire before he at- 
tempts to build one in the 
woods. For this reason 
the Forest Service has 
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Courtesy Camp Lauderdale, New York 


There is a wide choice of recreational activities in the national 
forests, and visitors are free to enjoy the out-of-doors as they will. 


formulated the following rules for care with camp 
fires in the forest 

3e sure that the building of camp fires is per- 
mitted in your State, and if necessary obtain a 
camp fire permit 

Before build a camp fire, scrape away all 
inflammable material from a space five feet in 
diameter. Dig a shallow hole in the center and 
in it build the fire. Keep the fire small, large 
ones are inconvenient for cooking and are danger- 
ous. Never build fires against trees or logs, or 
near brush. 

To extinguish a camp fire stir the ashes and 
coals, drenching them with water. Turn over the 
partly burned sticks and wet both sides thor- 
oughly. Wet the ground all around the fire. If 
water is not available, stir in mineral soil—earth, 
and not leaf mold, and tread it down until packed 
tight over and around the fire. 

Never leave camp, either permanently or for a 
few minutes’ stroll in the woods, unless your fire 
is out—dead out 

Additional Forest Service rules for care with 
fire are found in the following instructions: 

Be sure your match is out. Break it in two 
before you throw it away. 

Be sure that pipe ashes and cigar or cigarette 
stubs are dead before throwing them away. 

Cooperate with forest rangers or State officers 
in reporting and suppressing forest fires. 

A shovel, an ax, and a bucket are indispensible 
equipment for a camping party. The man who 
builds a camp fire without having equipped him- 


self with the means to extinguish it is as foolish 
as the boatman who puts to sea without oars. 

It is never safe to build large bonfires in a 
mountain country where sudden drafts of air may 
scatter the fire and carry flame swiftly up the 
mountain slopes. 


Good Manners in the Forest 


“Good manners in the forest” consists in carry- 
ing to the woods the fundamental decencies of 
our everyday lives. Py means of the sun, the 
winds, and rain, Nature effects perpetual sanita- 
tion, and no self-respecting recreationist will 
offend against her sanitary laws. He will keep 
his camp or picnic ground clean and leave it so 
for his successor. Departing he will collect all 
scattered papers, broken boxes or bottles, empty 
tin cans, and fruit skins. All refuse will be de- 
stroyed or buried. He will of course be careful 
with fire and will do nothing to destroy the nat- 
ural beauty of his surroundings. With little effort 
he can leave the woods as attractive as he found 
them and have the satisfaction of knowing that 
he has been a “good sportsman.” 


What to Do When Lost in the Forest 


Merely being out of sight of others in a strange 
forest gives many a person the creeps. This is a 
natural feeling, but a dangerous one, for in the 
mountains the grip of fear or panic too often 
leads to trouble. Loss of mental control is more 
serious than lack of food, water, clothing or pos- 
sible proximity of wild animals. It is the man 
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who keeps his head who has the best chance to 

come through in safety. The following helpful 

rules are therefore worth remembering: 
1. Stop, sit down and try to figure out where 
you are. Use your head, not your legs. 

2, If caught by night, fog or storm, stop at 
once and make camp in a sheltered spot— 
protected by a ledge or large boulder or a 
fallen tree—clear a space of ground and 

build a fire. Lacking fire, use leaves and 

branches for shelter. 


3. Don’t wander about. Travel only down 
hill. 

4. If injured or exhausted, choose a clear spot 
on a promontory, if possible, and make a 
signal smoke by building a fire and throw- 
ing green branches and wet wood on the 
blaz 

5. Don’t yell, don’t run, don’t worry, and, 
above all, don’t quit ! 

The advice of the forest ranger to the new 


camper, hiker, or vacationist is: “It is better to 


head on your shoulders than a big 


carry a Cleat 
pack on your back. Yet in going alone it is best 
to go prepared to get lost. A fish line and a few 
hooks, matches in a waterproof box, a compass, 
a little concentrated food and a strong knife 
carried along may save a lot of grief. A gun may 
help aS a signal, seldom for game. 

“A thinking man is never lost for long. He 
knows that, surviving a night in the forest, he 
may awake to a clear dawn, and readily regain his 
location. His compass may be useless because of 
local magnetic attraction, but he may know what 
kind of vegetation grows on the shady side and 
what on the sunny side of a ridge. He knows 
that streams going down and ridges going up do 
not branch. He knows that wild food which 
sustains animals may be eaten sparingly; that he 
will not die of hunger as quickly as of thirst; 
that he must remain where he is or push on to 
some definite objective, but not to the point of 
exhaustion; that some one will be looking for 
him. \nd strength in the 
knowledge makes the hard- 
ships easier 


‘Keep the old brain in com- 


you will come out of the woods 


on your own feet.” 


SCHOOL PLAY 


Hundreds of thousands of children will X 
ve return to school in September. How can - ©- (For sale—15 cents.) 
mission and the chances are the school best serve these children in 
their free time? What of recess periods? of the United States, Their Names 
Of after school play? 


year, they are especially so in summer when 
the leaves are fully developed and every tree is 
displaying a heavy mantle of green. Growing 
separately or in the woods they tell a fascinating 
story of nature’s handiwork, and afford the rec- 
reation leader interesting subjects for summer 
entertainment. They can be studied on the play- 
ground, on the street, or in the park. Best of all 
is a hike or picnic in the woods, where one can 
see trees of many kinds and ages and the condi- 
tions under which they grow. If the expedition 
includes a person who knows and loves the trees, 
¢o much the better. 

Summer is the time to learn to identify the 
broadleaf trees by their leaves; not only the trees 
of the various families but the different members 
of those families, each of which has a distinctive 
leaf form. Some tree families, the oaks for in- 
stance, have a large number of different species, 
and to learn the various local members of those 
families may be a task in itself. According to the 
revised list of American trees* published by the 
Forest Service, there are 862 species, 228 varie- 
ties, and eighty-seven hybrids, making a total of 
1,117 known forms of trees in American forests. 
Numerous books on tree identification** have been 
published and are available from most large pub- 
lic libraries. A number of the states have pre- 
pared tree guides describing the various charac- 
teristics of their native forest trees. Since these 
guides might be of use to recreation leaders in 
identifying trees, a list of States publishing popu- 
lar tree guides and agencies to whom applications 
for copies should be addressed is given herewith: 

Alabama—State Forester, Commission of For- 
estry, Montgomery. 

Alaska—The Regional Forester, Juneau. 

Arkansas—Director, Extension Service, Col- 
lege of Agriculture, Fayetteville. 

Connecticut—State Forester, Park and Forest 
Commission, Hartford. 

Delaware —- Superintendent, Department of 
Education, Dover. 

District of Columbia—Sec- 
retary, American Forestry 
Association, Washington, 








*A Check List of the Forest Trees 


and Ranges,’ by George B. Sudworth, 
Misc. Cir. 42. Forest Service, U. S 


The September issue of “Recreation,” DPerattment of = Agriculture. (For 


Summer Tree Studies 
Although trees are inter- 


esting at all seasons of the these problems. 


by a number of edu- Washington, D. 
cators and well-known leaders in the ,; 
physical education field, will help solve other, forestry subjects may be ob- 


presenting articles 


sale by Superintendent of Documents, 
40 cents.) 

** A bibliography giving a number 
tree books as well as books on 


tained upon request from the Forest 
Service, Washington, D. 
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Florida—State Forester, Board of Forestry, 
Tallahassee 
Georgia—Director, Extension Service, College 


of Agricultur \thens. 
[linois— 


Conservatiot 


forester, 


State Department of 


ringheld. 


Iowa—Di Extension Service, College of 
Agriculture, es 
Kansas -y, State Board of Agriculture, 


Topeka. 


Kentuck state Forester, Department of 


Agriculture, Frankfort. 


Louisiana te Forester, Department of Con- 


servation, rleans. 


Maine—! Commissioner, State Forest 
Service, Aug 

Maryland te Forester, Department of For- 
estry, Balti: 

Massacht State Forester, Department of 


Conservation, Boston. (For sale—15 cents. ) 


Minnesot 


rector, Extension Service, Col- 


lege of Agriculture, St. Paul. 

Mississip} Director, Extension Service, A. & 
M. Colleg: 

New Yor irector, Extension Service, State 
College ot lture, Ithaca. 

North Carolina—State Forester, Department 
of Conser Raleigh. 

Oklahom State Forester, State Forest Com- 
mission, Ol ma City. 


Pennsyl Secretary, Department of For- 


V Business Manager, 


ests and Harrisburg. 


AID 


NATURE STUDY 


Times Tribune Company, Altoona. (For sale 
50 cents. ) 
South Carolina—Director, Extension Service, 
Clemson College. 
Tennessee — State 
Agriculture, Nashville. 
Texas—State Forester, Texas Forest Service, 


Forester, Department of 


College Station. 

Vermont — Commissioner of Forestry, State 
Forest Service, Montpelier. 

Virginia—State Forester, State Forest Service, 
University. 

Wisconsin—Superintendent, State Conservation 
Commission, Madison. (For sale—15 cents.) 

These booklets are being distributed free with 
the exception of those of the District of Columbia, 
Massachusetts, Wisconsin. 


Forest Photographs 

Photographs have any number of possibilities 
and the forest offers exceptional opportunities to 
the amateur photographer. Here he may obtain 
pictures showing many interesting subjects such 
as recreational uses of the forest, game and wild 
life at home, forest-tree studies, results of forest 
fires, forest industries, forest types and forest 
freaks. 
contest or exhibit of beautiful or distinctive photo- 


Such pictures may win him prizes in a 


graphs. If he has enough of them, he may have 
a personal exhibit at his home or at the community 


recreation center. And if they do nothing else, 


they will give him a pictorial record of happy 


hours spent in the open 


County Parks Aid Nature Study 


nature study has been 
Union 


County-wide interest in 
shown in }{ tically e 


stem, especially during the past 


very unit of the 
County par! 
year when several new clubs were organized. The 
County Park C 
partments | 
to clubs and ind 


marking tree 


mission through its various de- 
riven as much service as possible 

iduals by suggesting hike routes, 
mapping nature trails and supply- 
es whenever needed. The mark- 
many of the units of the park 
of the first steps in the program 


ing meeting 
ing of trees 


system was 


of nature study and it is hoped to promote identi- 
fication of shrubs in a similar way. 

A nature trail in the Watchung Reservation 
has been launched, and here 31 species of shrubs 
and six varieties of trees not found locally have 
been planted. 

The programs of the various nature clubs which 
have been organized in a number of communities 
are taking the form of nature hikes and indoor 
meetings at which such subjects as Fish as a 
Hobby and Rock Gardening are discussed. 
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New Books on Recreation 








The Birch Bark Roll 
of Woodcraft — 
1931 


Activities Section. A. S. Barnes and 
Company, New York. $1.00. 
_ is much in this book, the 
twenty-ninth edition of the Wood- 
craft Manual, which will be distinctly 


helpful to recreation workers. To 
those who are utilizing the Indian 
theme the book will have special in- 
terest Many indoor and _ outdoor 
games are en, and there are 
dances and songs with music. By 

far the larger section of the book 

s devoted to handcrafts and here 

are many valuable suggestions. 


Kites and Kite 
Flying 


] dward Garber. Boy 
America, 2 Park Av- 


City. $.30. 


By Paul 
scouts ol 
enue, New York 

HERE has long been need for 

an inexpensive booklet on kite 
flying for the use of playground 
directors and boy leaders in 
fields of work. The Boy 
of America has met this 
illustrated 
directions 


many 
Scouts 
need in 
the publication of an 


booklet giving detailed 


for mak and flying kites. 
here are chapters on kite mate- 
rials and t and directions 
for making |} with tails, tail- 
less kites, box kites, compound 
and combined kites, and ornate 
Chinese kites. 


Plays for the 
Children’s Hour 


By Carolyn Sherwin Bailey. Milton 
Bradley Company, Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts. $1.75 

HIS compilation of twenty delight- 

ful little plays, six of them written 
by Miss Bailey whose books on story- 
telling are so well known, will be wel- 
comed by teacher and_ recreation 
worker alike. In connection with each 
play are suggestions for costumes and 
stage directions. Miss Bailey and 


Clare Tree Major have collaborated 
in three helpful articles which preface 
the plays—The Modern Child in 
Fairyland, In The Schoolroom Thea- 
ter, and In the Playground Theater. 
Frank M. Rich has contributed an 
article on Masks and Wigs in School- 
room Dramatics, while Joy Higgins 
discusses Pageantry and the Country 
School. 


Preschool Equipment 


Bulletin No. 263. Compiled by 
Frances Ann Hungerford. University 





Courtesy Public Health Nurse 


Uni- 


of Iowa Extension Bulletin. 
versity of Iowa, Iowa City, 
$.50. 


HE literature on home play has 

been greatly enriched by this prac- 
tical pamphlet containing descriptions 
and plans of play apparatus made and 
used locally in the preschool labora- 
tories of the Iowa Child Welfare Re- 
search Station. Some novel apparatus 
and devices, which will be valuable 
additions to the backyard playground 
and indoor play room, are described. 
The many things which can be made 
of packing boxes are outlined and 


Iowa. 


there are suggestions for platforms of 
several types and for a combination 
incline plane, walking board and bowl- 
ing alley, based on the old-fashioned 
cellar door. And of play houses, sand 
boxes and tables there are many vari- 
eties. Twenty-five pieces of apparatus 
are described, a number of them with 
several variations. A picture and plan 
of each piece of apparatus or play 
equipment is included with a clear de- 
scription, including exact measure- 
ments and uses. This pamphlet is one 
which recreation workers as well as 
parents and teachers will wish tc 
have in their libraries. 


Swimming and 
Water Safety 


Boy Scouts of America, 2 Park 
Avenue, New York City. $.60. 

HE third edition of this prac- 

tical booklet, which contains 
much new material, includes as 
completely as possible every 
phase of aquatic activities appli- 
cable to scouting. It will be ex- 
ceedingly helpful to recreation 
workers whose program includes 
water sports. 


Creative Camping 


By Joshua Lieberman. Associa- 
tion Press, New York. $2.00. 
STORY of a “co-educational 
experiment in personality de- 
velopment and social living” is 
told in this volume which describes the 
establishment of a camp for workers’ 
children as a child-sized community by 
a group of trade union representatives 
and leading educators in the progres- 
sive education movement. Recreation 
and cultural values rank high in the 
program of this experimental camp of 
the Pioneer Youth of America, and 
the camp workshop, music, dramatic 
activities, athletics, and social activi- 
ties are described in detail. In simple 
language the book describes the chil- 
dren’s participation in upbuilding the 
camp and its daily conduct. 
297 
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SAVE MONEY 


and 


Get a Better Job! 


In building or 
resurfacing your 


TENNIS COURTS -— 

PLAYGROUNDS - 

ATHLETIC FIELDS — 
a 


Use 
RUBICO SURFACING 


idvantage of our. un- 
iulled experience, plus the 
of specialized engineering. 


W rite—now—for complete information 


RUBIEN CONSTRUCTION CO. 


Westfield New Jersey 


Specialists in Athletic Field Construction 





Prevent Playground Accidents 
with “CHICAGO” (Safe) Equipment 


Built into piece of “CHICAGO” Playground 
apparatus extra strength, a safety insurance. 
In the creation of designs, in the selection of 
materials, in actual manufacture, the principle, 
“CHICAGO EQUIPMENT must be safe,” is con- 
stantly carried in mind. 

“CHICAGO” Equipment has been designed after 
exhaustive tests, by experts who have had prac- 
tical experience on playgrounds and in gym- 
nasiums ; by men who know from actual use where 
strength eeded, where weather-proofing must 
be doubled—where equipment 
gives out 

You can eliminate causes for 
accidents specifying “CHI- 


Write for NEW 
Catalog ‘‘B’’ 
—just out 


CAGO” Equipment. 


CHICAGO GYMNASIUM EQUIPMENT CO. 
CHICAGO, U. S. A. 


1835 West Lak Street 
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RECREATION 


INDIAN Lecenps. W. A. A. Fiske. Published under the 
auspices of The Co-ordinating Council on Nature 
Activities, by The Slingerland-Comstock Company 
Ithaca, New York. $.35. : 

Indian gardens with associated legends and practices 
form the theme of this booklet. Play leaders, camp qj- 
rectors and teachers who are working out Indian actiyj- 
ties will find it helpful. 


BuILDINGS—THEIR USES AND THE SPACES ABOUT THEM. 
Volume VI., Regional Survey. Regional Plan of 
New York City and Its Environs. $3.00. 

This volume, which has to do with buildings and spaces 
about them, consists of three monographs: The Char- 
acter, Bulk and Surroundings of Buildings by Thomas 
Adams; Housing Conditions in the New York Region 
by Thomas Adams in collaboration with Wayne D. Hey- 
decker; Control of Building Heights, Densities and Uses 
by Zoning, by Edward M. Bassett. The volume is pro- 
fusely illustrated and contains a vast amount on housing 
and zoning. 


PRINCIPLES OF City PLANNING. Karl B. Lohmann. 
McGraw-Hill Company, New York. $4.00. 

This carefully prepared and comprehensive volume js 
intended to be of service to those who are studying and 
teaching city planning and to city officials, particularly 
to members of zoning or planning commissions. It can- 
not fail to be equally helpful to the citizen who is in- 
terested in the improvement of his community and who 
wishes to know more about these subjects. All phases 
of city planning are discussed and a chapter is devoted to 
playgrounds and play fields. Many illustrations add to 
the usefulness and attractiveness of the volume. 

In closing Mr. Lohmann says: “Just as city planning 
in the past has contributed of its best to civilization, let 
us hope that its results in the cities of the future will 
justify these words of the novelist (H. G. Wells)—But 
who can tell of the fullness and pleasure of life; who can 
number all of our new cities, cities made by loving hands 
of men for living men; cities men weep to enter, so fair 
they are, so gracious, so kind.” 


RECREATIONAL MATERIALS AND MeEtTHOps. E. O. Harbin. 
Cokesbury Press, Nashville. $2.00. 

A book especially designed to aid church workers by 
helping them to discover the purposes of a recreation 
program, to develop the technique of leadership, to see 
the possibilities for a varied program, to provide them 
with materials and methods, to give guidance to teachers 
of recreation courses, and to stress the importance of a 
church centered recreation program. Mr. Harbin, who 
is the author of a number of books on games, has pre- 
sented in this volume a wealth of material. 


PLAY THE GAME—The Book of Sport. Edited by Mitchell 
V. Charnley. The Viking Press, New York. $3.50 
It is not difficult to see why this book has been selected 
by the Junior Literary Guild for its twelve to sixteen 
year old boy’s group. It tells boys how to play the game 
cleanly, fairly and expertly, and its contributors are such 
spokesmen as “Red” Grange, Hornsby, Grantland Rice, 
Connie Mack, and others whose names are known wher- 
ever boys are to be found. The book contains a fund of 
information not only on how to play games but on their 
origin and distinctive achievements. 


A Stupy or THE History, Uses AND VALUES OF AP- 
PARATUS IN PuysicaL Epucation. Leopold F. 
Zwarg, Ed.D. Department of Physical and Health 
Education, Germantown High School, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. $1.00. 

The purpose of this study has been to determine the 
place and the effectiveness in the general field of ap- 
paratus as a means of developing physical power. Part L. 
contains a historical review of apparatus exercises, while 
Part II. is devoted to experimental studies in the use ol 
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apparatus. In the section considerable stress is laid upon 
the tests. 


CottecE BASEBALL Guipe 1931. National Collegiate Ath- 
letic Association. Spalding’s Athletic Library. No. 
13OR. $.25. 

The official rules as recommended by the Rules Com- 
mittee of the National Collegiate Athletic Association are 
contained in this booklet 


A Guwe-Book For Sarety Epucation. National Bureau 
of Casualty and Surety Underwriters, New York. 
$.50. 

The course of study in safety education contained in 
this new booklet has been developed along new lines. It 
undertakes to point out in detail where safety belongs in 
the various subjects and activities of the schools, both 


elementary and secondary. A very practical section is 
that containing definite information on how to prevent 
automobile, drowning, railroad and water transportation 


and home accidents. Suggestions are also given for fire 
prevention, for first aid, and for safety in aviation and 


imdustry. 


INDIAN GARDENS. Melvin R..Gilmore, 


[NDIAN O} LN 
Ph.D. Published under the auspices of The Co- 
rdinating Council on Nature Activities, by The 
Slingerland-Comstock Company, Ithaca, New York. 
¢ 35 


Dr. Gilmore demonstrates in this booklet that one of 
htful approaches to a study of Indian life 


the most de 

is through the growing of plants that were used for vari- 
ous purposes by the Indians. Indian gardens are now 
being plant ill across the country. The project is rich 


ibilities for schools, playgrounds, communities 


r’s ‘ GAME! Frederic J. Haskin. Haskin In- 
formation Service, Washington, D. C. $.10. 

This game book is one of the series of informative and 

educational publications distributed through a number of 
American daily papers represented by Frederic J. Has- 
kit It ntains a selection of more than one hundred 

nd stunts for young and old. 


1g Gotr CLusB OrGANiIzeRS’ HAnp-Boox. Edited by 
Herb Graffis. Golfdom, The Business Journal of 
Golf, 236 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
Free 
This manual of golf club organization, construction and 
operation in the smaller communities is made available 


through the courtesy of the Golf Ball Manufacturers’ 
Association and the National Association of Golf Club 
Manufacturers. There are now approximately 6,000 


regulation golf courses in the United States according to 
the book, a number of which are to be found in towns of 
There is much practical information in 
the book and many beautiful illustrations, together with 
statistical data on nine hole golf courses based on infor- 


mation furnished by the presidents of over 400 golf clubs. 


3,000 population 


CLuss. Junior-Senior High School Clearing House, 100 
Washington Square East, New York. $.40. 

The March issue of the Junior-Senior High School 
Clearing House is devoted to a practical discussion of 
club organization in schools. Many phases of the prob- 
lem are considered, such as organization, standards, ob- 
jectives, financial support, principles of planning a daily 
program for junior high schools, and training through 


ARCHERY SIMPLIFI Phillip Rounsevelle. <A. S. 
Barnes and Company, New York. $2.00. 


S pI | manual has been written for the be- 
ginner or teacher by one “who has deep sympathy for 
the bes ing archer It is essentially a working manual 
for one w vould teach archery in its practical form 
rst to | and then to others. 

















FRESH AIR 


Keep playgrounds free from dust 
with Solvay Calcium Chloride... 


pa children at play is the aim 
of the modern playground. How im- 
portant to protect them from the dan- 
gers and dirt in dust! It’s so easy and 
it costs next to nothing. 


An application of Solvay Flake Calcium 
Chloride on gravel or earth surfaces 
effectively ends the dust nuisance. And 
Solvay Calcium Chloride kills germs. 
The photomicrographs pictured here 
show you the results. 347 cultures in the 
untreated dust. Only 3 in the same dust 
treated with Solvay Calcium Chloride. 


Germs 
in Dust 
Before treatment After treatment 


Make this a dustiess outdoor 

season on your playgrounds. 

Send today for full information 
and booklet No. 1159. 


| Alkalies and Chemical Products Manufac- 
ZZ tured by The Solvay Process Company 


61 Broadway New York 


OLVAY 
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mmunity Association, Decatur, 





; Columbia Camp Con- 
Columbia Camp : 

certs is the name given 
Concerts ; 
a series of weekly broad- 


casts initiated this sum- 





mer by the Columbia Broadcasting System in co- 


operation with the Coordinating Council of 
Nature Study Activities. The series was opened 
July Ist xtend to September 9th. Each 
program p1 variety of subjects interesting 
to children at camp and to nature lovers every- 
where. |] t hildren a series of radio games 
has been for each program. Vocal and 
instrumental music by some of the world’s fore- 


most com] show how different natural 
phenomena suggest certain musical forms and 
moods. An tional feature of these programs 
is a series mmunity songs in which listeners 


are asked t irticipate actively. 





For a number of 
years the Pines Com- 
munity Association of 
Decatur, Illinois, ex- 
various forms of golf, including 
experiment was not entirely suc- 
cessful, however, particularly on the more 
rounds as the temptation to older 

lrives proved too strong. To off- 


“Bolf”’—A New Game 
in Decatur. 





perimented 


clock gol f. J 


crowded pla 
boys to tr 
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Illinois 


set this, a new game was invented which is being 
used very effectively this summer on the play- 
grounds. The name “Bolf,” which has _ been 
adopted, comes from the two words, “bum”’ and 
“golf.” The game is played with hockey sticks, 
which can be bought for 25 cents, and sponge 
rubber balls the size of tennis balls, which are 
purchased for $1 per dozen. The foot of the 
hockey stick is cut off so that it is about six 
inches long across the bottom. In this way it is 
less liable to be broken and more nearly resembles 
a golf club. The course is laid out in the same 
way as a small sized golf course, and regular golf 
rules are used in playing the game. On crowded 
playgrounds where deep cuts would be dangerous 
if left uncovered, the cups are made one inch deep 
and a coffee can lid is used for a cup. 





Future Farmers’ 
Night. 


Night” is the name given 
a series of recreation 





evenings of the high 
school in Ypsilanti, Michigan, at which boys study- 
ing in the Agricultural Department entertain the 
boys in similar courses in small towns of the vicin- 
ity. There are six such towns of about 3,000 popu- 
lation in the county, and the number of visitors 
average thirty. The evening’s program consists 


“Future Farmers’ 
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of competitive games and swimming in the fine 
new gymnasium and pool of the high school, fol- 
lowed by supper in the cafeteria. Parents and 
some of the high school girls often come, and the 
parties have made for increased good feeling be- 
tween the towns and greater interest in the Future 
Farmers’ Club. It is planned to have the clubs 
from all the towns come together for a Play Day 


this spring. 





Tarrytown, New York, 
last summer discovered 
a piece of public land 
hitherto unusued and lo- 
cated near the more congested part of the village. 
This has been graded and equipped to provide a 
uch needed playground. An appropriation of 
2.500 was made to grade, fence and equip the 


Another Playground 
for Tarrytown. 





nl 
$ 
area. 

North Tarrytown and Tarrytown have com- 
bined to employ a full time boys’ worker. This 
worker who is a graduate of the National Recrea- 
tion School conducted the program at the Wash- 
ington Irving School during the summer and in 
the fall will initiate a year round program for 
} 


OVS 





The Department of 
Recreation of Cleveland, 
Ohio, this year reversed 


Before Instead 
of After. 





the usual order of events 
and presented a demonstration program previous 
to rather than at the end of the season. This was 
done in an effort to enlist the interest and help of 


adults. ‘““The more you know of the efforts to 
give your children a delightful and worth while 
summer program,” states a message from the 
Commissioner of Recreation, “the more you will 
encourage their attendance 
and perhaps just that much 
more you will be able and 
willing t issist the play 
sround directors.” 
[he demonstration con- 
sisted of i toy orchestra; 
original Chinese group 
games in costume; child- 
hood games by Japanese 
boys in costume; Swedish 


singing games costume ; 
the handcraft of eight na- 
tions, demonstrations and 
exhibition; silver cup con- 


7 


children’s 


plays; sandcraft demonstration; twenty original 
stunts and features; Houdini—stunts and tricks; 
and folk dances of the nations. 





Early this year the 
American City Maga- 
zine announced a con- 


Reading and _ Laurel 
Announced as Winners. 





test for the best play- 
ground idea carried out in 1930. L. H. Weir of 
the National Recreation Association, who served 
as judge, has selected Reading, Pennsylvania, 
among the cities of 50,000 population or over as 
having presented the most outstanding and far- 
reaching idea, “in that it represents general ad- 
vancement in planning, increasing facilities, 
broadening the scope of recreational service, and 
securing their effective cooperation among public 
and private agencies.” 

For cities under 50,000, Laurel, Mississippi, 
with about 18,000 inhabitants, was chosen for its 
idea of combining beauty with facilities for active 
recreation in all its parks and recreation areas. 
“Every playground or other active recreation 
area,” says Mr. Weir, “should have some of the 
characteristics of a park, and most park areas 
should have some form or forms of active recrea- 
tion facilities. The love of beauty is one of the 
natural and fundamental hungers of the human 
soul.” 

The newest playground in Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, shown in the picture, which will be known 
as “Eleventh and Pike,” is divided into three ter- 
races. The top level will have three hard sur- 
face tennis courts, a swimming pool and bath 
house, a wading pool and a small children’s play- 
ground. The middle level will contain a $10,000 
field house, quoit courts, a swimming pool and 
bath house, a wading pool and a small children’s 
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“FLEX-I-DRY” TENNIS COURTS 


PATENTS PENDING 


These courts have overcome the “Floating” 
or high-bounding tennis ball. 

The only courts excepting grass to give a 
fast ball and yet low on the bound. A 
player National reputation recently said, 
“Your rt is more like turf than any 
other 

We als iarantee the following features: 


Very inexpensive 

Quick installation 

Greater resiliency 

Triple the playing hours 
Immediate use after rain 
Frost proof (winter playing) 
No upkeep expense. 


FRANKLIN KANE COMPANY 
31 Sanford Street Springfield, Mass. 
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TENNIS NETS 


= also = 


Backstop Nets 
Soccer Nets 
Colf Practice Nets 


in fact 
All Sport Nets 


This house has long 





been headquarters 
for all the above. 


W. A. AUGUR 











35 Fulton Street New York 
ulton Stree ew ot 

















playground. On the lower level there will be q 


one-eighth mile cinder track, two playground ball | 
diamonds, and a football and soccer field. The | 
entire area is to be fenced, the entrances lighted | 


with ornamental lights, and the grounds beautified 
with trees and shrubbery and lighted for night 


playing. 


A Play Institute in Washington.—One of 
the most recent activities of the Community Cen- 
ter Department, Public Schools of the District of 
Columbia, was a Play Institute held for six Mon- 
day evenings beginning March 16th, from 8:00 
to 10:00 P. M. The purpose was “to furnish 
practice and participation in games, stunts, com- 
munity singing, and special programs for leaders 
New stunts and games 
were discussed and conducted, experiences ex- 


of groups of all ages.” 


changed, and bulletins containing the most suce- 


cessful ideas issued. The program included 
dramatic stunts and games, old time dances, folk 
dances, group singing, games for the home, out- 
door games, and an open evening. Each person 


attending paid a registration fee of $1.00. 


An Institute of Girls’ Work. 


institute on work of girls was held in Chicago on 


An all day 


April 9th under the auspices of the Section on 
Work with Girls of the Council of 


Agencies of the city. 


Social 
Four round table discus- 
sion groups were provided in the morning. At 
the luncheon meeting Mr. H. M. Busch of West- 
ern Reserve University spoke on the philosophy 
of leisure for a new age; the modern trends which 
must be recognized in planning a leisure time 
program; characteristics of the city mind; the 
growth of specialization resulting in a narrowing 
cultural interest, and the conflict of luxury de- 
sires and sense of instability which finds expres- 
sion in our leisure time. Mr. Busch spoke of 
the necessity for developing physical and mental 
skills and of providing leadership for young peo- 
ple. This was followed by an informal discus- 
sion, to which the audience “listened in,” between 
a school principal, a college professor, a psychia- 
trist, a recreation expert and a parent, on social 
contacts between boys and girls. 


Houses for the Birds of Detroit.—The 
boys of the Detroit, Michigan, playgrounds have 
placed in River Rouge Park more than 300 bird- 
houses which they have constructed. The houses 


were presented in March to the park officials. 
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Kindness to Animal Week.—The Los An- 
geles, California, Department of Playground and 
Recreation from April 19th to 25th celebrated 
Kindness to Animal Week, fostered by the Los 
Angeles Humane Department. Local play- 
grounds conducted programs consisting of a pet 
dow with ribbons given as awards, talks on 
kindness to animals, and scout demonstrations on 


first aid to animals. 


Wilkes Barre Workers Enjoy Recreation. 
—During 1930, in spite of the economic depres- 
sion, 2,390 employees belonging to the Store 
Employees Association in Wilkes Barre, Penn- 
sylvania, an organization fostered by the Play- 


sround and Recreation Association of Wyoming 
Valley, paid for 84 per cent of their organized 
recreation, while th employers paid for only 16 
per cent. The average cost per participant to 
the emplo was 31 cents. That participants 
themselves spent an average of $1.53 per person. 
Forty-four organizations were members of the 
, 1930. 


\ssociatiot uring 


A New Street Game.—Recently on the streets 


of a Sou n city a group of boys were seen 
playing a hockey game on scooters, using a tin 
can for the ball ‘Fast and exciting” was the 
eye witness’ description of the game. 


An Interesting Community Center Publi- 


cation.—The Central Avenue Community Cen- 
ter of the Central Avenue School, Newark, New 
Jersey, issues a monthly known as “the Cen- 
tralia” which contains detailed news of the ac- 
tivities of the Center. The attractive cover of 
the March issue which appears in two colors is 
a linoleum block print by one of the attendants 
at the Center, taken from an original drawing 
which he mad Every month there is a new 
cover, always an original one designed by a 
Center member 


“Make Room for the Children.”—In an ar- 


ticle entitled Wake Room for the Children which 
appears in the November, 1930 issue of the 
Delineator, Samuel Crumbine tells how apartment 
houses can provide for the play needs of children. 
He gives some general suggestions and then 
makes a statement that unless we give recogni- 
tion to the problem of providing play spaces for 
children, the city—the most vivid expression of 


this generation—will become the enemy of the 








Robert W. deForest 


N the death of Robert W. deForest the Na- 
tional Recreation Association has lost one of 
its earliest friends and most effective and 

loyal supporters. In 1907 Mr. deForest sent a 
personal representative to the first Recreation 
Congress at Chicago, illinois, to study the new 
movement and report upon its value. As a result 
of this report he, with others in the Russell Sage 
Foundation, of which he was president, voted 
to underwrite the cost of a special effort to raise 
money for the organization then known as the 
Playground Association of America. The Rus- 
sell Sage Foundation also made it possible for 
Dr. Luther Halsey Gulick to give much of his 
time, and Lee F. Hanmer all his time, to working 
to establish the playground and recreation move- 
ment in America, and this help was of the very 
greatest value to the new movement. 

Mr. deForest’s sympathetic and understanding 
interest in play and recreation, so effective at the 
beginning of the institution, lasted to the end. 
With all his varied interests he still found time 
for personal thought on the problems of the na- 
tional recreation movement in America. Only a 


DIAMOND 








Official 
Pitching Shoes 








For professionals—amateurs—old 
or young—indoors or out, there’s a 
Diamond Shoe to suit any condi- 
tion. Also stakes—carrying cases— 
rule books, percentage charts and 
score pads. Every one who enjoys 
healthful recreation will enjoy 
horseshoe pitching. 





DIAMOND 
CALK HORSESHOE CO. 


4610 Grand Ave., Duluth, Minn. 
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KENDALL 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION 


Formerly Chicago Normal School of Physical Education 
Be a director of Physical Education, playground supervisor, dancing teacher, 


or swimming instructor Two-year diploma and three-year B.P.E. courses 
for young women high school graduates Accredited. Free appointment 
bureau. Faculty f trained specialists. Complete equipment. Fine 


dormitories Catalog 


FALL TERM SEPTEMBER lI4th 
Registrar, 5026 Greenwood Ave. 
Box 581 Chicago, Lllinois 
CS (i 9 <i thttl jt tS 


few weeks ago he wrote, making some sugges- 
tions which he thought might be of help. 

In his aid to the recreation movement, as in his 
many other public interests, Mr. deForest made 
large contributions to the fullness of life which 
he himself so well exemplified. 

Resolution adopted at the meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the National Recreation Association held on 
May 27, 1931 


Picnic Sites in Oglebay Park.—There are 
48 picnic sites in the woodlands of Oglebay Park, 
Wheeling, West Virginia, adjacent to its five miles 
of graveled auto roads and to tested spring water 
supplies. Groups may telephone and reserve any 


of these sites in advance. The picnic grounds 


‘keep the 
children off 
the streets” 


718 


Cities and Towns Have 
Adopted it Because it 
is 


Trouble 


Proof 


a 


Built of Bronze, Brass, 
Iron. . . . Fool-proof con- 
struction. .... Fitted with 
rustless Brass Pipe..... 
Each drink fresh from 
water main... ... Self- 
draining. ... Anti-freezing. 
.... Foot-controlled. 


oes 
The Murdock Mfg. & Supply Co. 


Established 1853 
426 Plum St., Cincinnati, O. 


Outdoor Bubble font 





Please mention Recreation when writing advertisers 





are equipped with tables, benches and oul 
fireplaces and fire wood. If cooking is done or jf 
the wood is burned, the group pays a nomingj 
sum for the fuel; otherwise no fee is charged, 
Individuals who have not made reservations may 





picnic in any part of the park if all the sites are 
occupied. 


To Map English Footpaths.—The Americay | 
City for April, 1931, reports that two associa. 
tions in England concerned with the preservation 
of open spaces and the beauty of the countryside 
have undertaken a survey of all footpaths for a 
radius of thirty miles around the city of Man. 
chester. The area to be surveyed has been divided | 
into about 130 districts in which footpaths, their 
approaches, stiles, gates and paths which are in | 
danger of disuse and would therefore be lost to 
the public, are being mapped and their condition 
reported. This service to hikers is only one feature 
of a permanent program designed to make outdoor | 
life as easily available as possible to large num- 
bers of English city dwellers. 


Pasadena’s Eighth Annual Banquet.—On 
March 24th the Pasadena, California, Department | 
of Recreation, formerly known as Playground | 
Community Service, held its eighth annual ban- 
quet. A review of the activities of the department 
was presented in dramatic form. There were six 
scenes—(1) the office of the department; (2) a | 
typical playground; (3) the costume room; (4) 
playground dramatics; (5) evening recreation; 
(6) the circus. This method of presenting activi- | 
ties proved highly successful. 


A Party-a-Month Club.—A Party-a-Month 
Club is an important feature of the program of 
the Morgantown, West Virginia, Department of 
Recreation, Independent School District. At each 
meeting on the first Wednesday of every month 
seasonal games are played which members of the 
club will in turn use at parties they will conduct. 
Each month a fourteen page booklet is given out 
containing directions for seasonal games and 
stunts. A registration fee of $1 is charged to | 
cover the cost of material for the club. 


Jacksonville’s Circus for the Unemployed. | 
—The “Terpsichorean Trippers,” the “Batty Br | 
cycle Boys,” the “Roller Skating Bears” and nun- 
berless other specialty acts and performers made 
the circus held in Jacksonville, Florida, for the 


Wwe 
pr‘ 
otl 
ni 
lov 
fo: 
pr 


scl 
tre 
th 
thi 


bit 


wl 


fu 


loor 

r if | 
inal | 
ged, 


May j 


oe 


are | 


ent 
ind 


yI- 


de | 
he | 


WORLD AT PLAY 305 


benefit of the unemployed a howling success. 
There were 98 acts and a thousand performers in 
this mammoth circus held on February 22nd at 
the Municipal Auditorium. The Playground and 
Recreation Board was in charge and all city de- 
partments cooperated to make it a success. The 
event aroused so much enthusiasm that it may 


become an annual affair. 


Where Love of Art Predominates.—Since 
1634 the peasants of the little village of Oberam- 
mergau have been presenting the Passion Play. 
For years before this first presentation the Ben- 
edictine Monastery of Ettal, a few miles from 
Oberammergau, had exerted a great cultural in- 
fluence over the entire valley. It was the monks 
of Ettal who taught the people of this region 
wood-carving, trained them in music and the 
presentation of religious dramas, and in many 
other ways made them superior to the average 
mountain peasantry of Bavaria. Because of the 
love of art inculcated by the monks of Ettal and 
fostered by successive generations of parish 
priests at Oberammergau, the village now pos- 
sesses a state school of wood-carving, a public 
school in which the children receive their first 
training in elocution and singing, and a Practice 
Theatre in which the youth of the village have 
the opportunity to acquire proficiency as actors, 
themselves to attain the great am- 
bition of their lives—a part in the Passion Play. 

Is there anywhere in America a community in 


thus equipping 


which art holds so important a place? 


Model Aircraft Tournaments.—From April 
l6th to April 19th, the District of Columbia 
Model Aircraft League, conducted by the Com- 
munity Center Department, held a contest and ex- 
hibition of true scale models of airplanes and 
gliders which were judged for workmanship. 
There were three classes according to size—Baby, 
Class A—contained within span of man’s palm; 
Detroit, Wing-span of exactly 24 
inches ; and Optional, Class C—AIl other sizes of 
models up to 60 inch wing-span not included in 
Classes A and B. The requirements were that 
the planes submitted must be scale models of real 
planes or gliders and must be built entirely by 


( lass B 


the contestant. 

The Playground Department of the West Chi- 
cago Park Commissioners conducted its first an- 
nual indoor airplane meet on April 25th. Two 
types of planes were permitted in the contest— 


fuselage and the stick models. 

















Licensed under Patents of 
October 23, 1923, March 25, 
1924 


“Junglegym” Trade Mark 
Registered United States 
Patent Office 


Healthy Youngsters 


need plenty of fresh air and exercise. The 
Spalding Junglegym provides both of these 
necessities. No supervision is necessary for 
this apparatus. It is the favorite spot on the 
playground with the children and keeps 
them continually amused. Appealing as it 
does to their natural instinct to climb, it 
is a pleasant way for the children to de- 
velop physically as well as mentally. It 
requires but a small amount of space 


and is capable of handling 75 children. 


Playground 
Department A 
fat 
Chicopee, 
: Mass. 
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THE WHY OF RECREATION AREAS 


es a 9 he constant prog- 
ress of a billion dollar field 
is accurately and interest- 
ingly reflected in the pages 


of “Southern City.” sao. 


aaatere you will find 
news of the latest activities 
of public officials through- 
out the South—news of 
undertakings accomplished 


and plans for future 


activities. 


Sow T Aer el 








Win 


DIXIE’S ONLY SOUTHWIDE 
CITY BUILDING PUBLICATION 


Baker & Ivy Streets 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 





A Drama Tournament in Oshkosh.—A very 
successful drama tournament was conducted ip 
the late winter and early spring by the Depart- 
ment of Physical Education, 
Board of Education, Oshkosh, Wisconsin. The 


Recreation and 


six contesting groups were representatives of the 
young people’s societies of six churches. The 
winners were the group presenting Think I; 
Over who had been coached by Miss Ruby Heine 
of the Trinity Lutheran Church, an invalid con- 
fined to a wheel chair. The plays were judged 
on the basis of twenty points each for choice of 
play, stage setting, costuming, and make-up. 


The Why of Recreation Areas 

(Continued from page 258) 
as paved streets, transportation lines and public 
water supplies. Every progressive community 
today recognizes this fact and arranges its budget 
so that these serviceable features may be regu- 
larly enlarged and improved as the population of 
the city increases. 

A community center crowded with young people 
enjoying wholesome recreation and social contact 
under municipal auspices is a guarantee of better 
citizenship and something to be proud of. A 
commodious playground teeming with youngsters 
every day of the year is evidence of a city’s great- 
ness quite as impressive as smoking f 
chimneys.” 


tactory 


Recreation Areas and the City Plan 
(Continued from page 264) 
Leadership for Recreation Areas 
It is of fundamental importance to provide land 
which will be used permanently for recreation pur- 
poses, but it is also important to have leadership 
so that the areas provided will be used to the 
greatest advantage. In increasing numbers sub- 
dividers are employing trained recreation direc- 
tors. Radburn, New Jersey; Sunnyside, Long 
Island; Jackson Heights, Long Island; Palos 
Verdes Estate, Los Angeles; Southside Park, 
Houston are employing their own play leaders. 
Few subdividers, however, can afford to furnish 
leadership for a playground indefinitely, and this 
is one of the principal arguments for the wisdom 

of deeding the area to the city. 

One of the reasons attributed to the failure of 
some recreation areas in real estate subdivisions 
has been lack of leadership or incompetent leader- 
ship. Mr. C. C. Hieatt, ex-president of the 
National Association of Real Estate Boards, has 
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said: “A subdivider who has any regard for the 
future value of his property would hesitate before 
opening up an uncontrolled and unsupervised 
playground in the heart of it. There must be 
supervision or it will turn out to be a nuisance 
The subdivider who ex- 
pects to do anything of that kind ought to do it 


and depreciate values. 


in cooperation with the recreation man or with 
some expert in recreation, so as to get the best 
possible advice as to where the playground and 
recreation centers should be located and how they 
ought to be set up.” 

The National Recreation Association, through 
the National Recreation School in New York 
City, is training recreation leaders who are avail- 


ible for positions in all parts of the country, and 
will be gla be of service in helping subdividers 
secure leaders 


Outstanding Recreation 


Developments 

inued from page 269) 
pools, gymnasiums, etc., for the adults, Promi- 
nent among these are the Fred. L. Lavanburg 
Foundation, City and Suburban Home Group, all 
of New York and Chatwick Gardens, Forest 
Hills, Long Island. 

In the Lavanburg Homes housing 109 families 


with incomes ranging from $25 to $40 per week, 
a recr rker is employed the year round. 
\ roof playground and basement play rooms are 
provided, and a program of clubs and recreation 


11 


kinds is in operation. For out- 
door activities a vacant lot is used. 


Control and Financing 


( tinue from page 283) 
community center for the benefit of the owners 
of the aforesaid Kings Club District as said Dis- 
trict is defined on the above mentioned map and 
for no other purpose whatsoever and upon the 
further condition that the membership of the 
party of the second part shall be open to residents 
and property owners on the aforesaid Kings Club 


District under such reasonable rules and regula- 
tions as the Board of Directors of the party of 
the second part may 


} 


from time te time promul- 
gate and shall be limited to such residents and 


roperty owners, and the use of said ground and 
Ss 
such club house shall not be open to the general 
s 


public, and upon the further condition that the 
party of the second part will pay all taxes and 


Magazines and Pamphlets 


Recently Received Containing Articles 
of Interest to the Recreation Worker 


MAGAZINES 


The Parents’ Magazine, June 1931 
Worthwhile Play, by Janet M. Knopf 
A Community Play Lot, by Bertha G. Smith 


The Girl Scout Leader, June 1931 
The Path of the Story-Teller, by Elizabeth Clark 


Western City, May 1931 

Administration in Recreation 

More than 200 Persons Attend Recreation Confer- 
ence at San Jose 

Los Angeles Olympic Swimming Stadium 

Need Is Evidenced for County Parks, by Gilbert L. 
Skutt 

Boise’s Park Planned for Motor Age, by J. T. 
McLeod 

Public Recreation Directory and Figures from 182 
Western Cities 

Salt Lake City Builds Golf Course, Has New Park, 
Establish Trap Shooting, by Charlotte Stewart 

Seattle’s 43 Playfields, 10 Beaches and 39 Parks 
Provide Complete Program, by Ben Evans 

A City Teaches Swimming, by Lou Evans 

Oakland Provides for Entire Citizenry, by R. W. 
Robertson 

How the Famed Co-Ordinated Recreation Program 
at Long Beach Functions, by Charles H. Hunt 

$1,000,000 for Los Angeles Playgrounds, by Ray- 
mond F. Hoyt 

What Tacoma Has Done in Five Years, by Walter 
F, Hansen 


Parks and Recreation, May 1931 
Hartford Parks and Their Relation to Unemploy- 
ment, by Mayor Walter E. Batterson 
The Bathing Pool and Bathhouse—Their Design, by 
Phelps Wyman 
Swimming Pools and Bathing Beaches 
Some Practical Slants on Swimming Pools, by V. 
Kk. Brown 
Cheap Surfacing and Illumination of Tennis Courts 
Naturalistic Swimming Pool in South Park, by Paul 
B. Riis 
Silver Anniversary of the National Recreation As- 
sociation 
The American City, June 1931 
Safeguarding the Lives of Los Angeles Swimmers, 
by C. P. L. Nicholls 
Kent County Ensures Outdoor Attractions to Its 
Residents, by L. C. Palmer 
Reading, Pa. and Laurel, Miss. Win in Recreat:on 
Contest, by L. H. Weir 
A Floodlighted Stadium in Johnstown, Pennsylvania 
Athletic Field Lighting That Pays for Itself, by 
Gordon E. Nelson 
PAMPHLETS 
Bulletin of the New York School of Social Work, April 
1931 
Manual for Cottage Mothers in Institutions (Tentative 
Draft), Child Welfare League of America 
Report of the Playground Department, Pensacola, Flor- 
ida, 1930 
Twenty-first Annual Report of the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, 1930 
Report of the Monroe Recreation Department, 1930 
Report of the Sheboygan Department of Public Recrea- 
tion, 1930 
Twenty-sixth Annual Report of the Playground and 
L’acation Schools of North Side, Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, 1930 
A series of attractive illustrated pamphlets describing our 
National Parks, issued by the National Park Ser- 
vice, United States Department of the Interior, 
Washington. 
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assessments that 


may b 


THE LEGAL POINT OF VIEW 


e levied against said prem- 


ises within a reasonable time as the same become 


due and payabl: 


tions or any part 
and title to the 


null and void 
premises shall 
to the party of 


thereuy 


I 


diately 
thereof.” 


i atracts 
Harn 
Commu 

“This con 
the following 
which th 
assigns, by tl 


| 


and agrees to be 


ditions are 
viz. : 
‘That 
for playgre 
“That 
property ext 
play and re 
‘That tl 
Harmon Fi 


all persons w 


cept that wit! 
Foundation 
imposed. 
‘That the 
all, excey] 
mission ma 
tests or fe 
devoted 
property. 
“That the 
always be 
tive as a place 
permitted 
unattractive as 


immediately 


on enter and 


ince is made 


Upon the breach of these condi- 
thereof, this deed shall become 
above described 
revert to and belong 
which may imme- 


take 


he first part, 


possession 


William E. 


Awards to 


Used by 
Harmon 


, however, subject to 


miditions to all and singular of 


| 


tee herein, for its successors and 


cceptance of this deed, assents 


bound thereby, and which con- 

with the land herein conveyed, 
La! . > = > 
shall be used 1n perpetuity 

‘reation purposes. 

shall be erected upon the 

the furtherance of desirable 

shall known as 


iat the 


always be 
land shall be open to 
regard to race, creed, or color. 
iall be open to all persons ex- 

en consent of the Harmon 


cial restrictions may be 


- open free of charge to 
easonable regulations ad- 
for amateur athletic con- 

proceeds of which are 


to the betterment of the 


shall 


such condition as to be attrac- 


operty hereby conveyed 


for recreation and shall not be 
me a nuisance in appearance or 


place for recreation.” 


The Legal Point of View 


j 


will requir 
poses, such 
an area not m 
total area of tl 


nued 1rom 


page 286) 


wner to dedicate for public pur- 


irks, playgrounds and school sites, 
re than five (5) per cent. of the 


tract of land proposed to be 


platted, except where in the opinion of such Com- 


mission five 


(5) per cent. 


of the area is too small 


for parks, playgrounds and school sites, when ng 
public dedication of said tract shall be required, 
The five (5) per cent. hereinbefore referred tg) 
shall be exclusive of any area of said tract of land 
dedicated for streets and alleys.” 


On America’s Playgrounds 
(Continued from page 291) 


playgrounds conducted by the Playground ang 
Wyoming Valle 


has been 


Recreation Association of 
set aside 
mothers and fathers tg 
During that week play lead 
parents of 


Pennsylvania, and a week 


especially for visits of 
the playgrounds. 
ers will register the visits of the 
specially prepared cards, reporting in writing of 
the back of the weekly attendance card the numba 
of visits made by mothers and fathers. 

The making of articles of home usefulness will 
be an important feature of the week’s program 
Lamp shade making has been scheduled as t “, 
main handcraft project of the week for both girls 
and boys. Mother’s visit to the playground, if 
has been suggested to the children, will be a good 
opportunity to present her with the new rug made 
Boys will make 
for their fathers, door-stops, letter-openers, pa 


this summer on the playground. 


weights and boxes for various purposes. 
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